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Course Overview

Course Objectives

 / Field Research Project

 / Japanese and English

Misc. Notes

Area studies scholars have attempted to investigate area-specific issues and decipher local (or regional) uniqueness.  They have 
employed field-study (or field-work) as a primary methodological tool to collect necessary data and information through direct and 
participant observations, interviews and archival research.  The purpose of this programme is twofold: 1) to introduce field-study as a 
significant research method; and 2) to test the validity of this research method by looking at various problematic but interesting issues in 
Okinawa and Taiwan.

1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 

Upon successful completion of the programme, students should be able to: 1) understand the significance of field-study (field work) and 
implement it as a research method; 2) acquire critical and logical thinking skills, communication skills, and cooperative manner; 3) 
understand multifaceted dimensions of problems that we observe and propose logical problem-solving hypotheses; and 4) identify the 
intellectual and practical gaps between the information and knowledge presented in the existing literature or media and the one collected 
throughout this field research project, and, ideally, propose potential – further – research questions.

/
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/
Other on languages Please be aware that English will be used extensively thoughout this field-study programme.

Field Research Project "Geopolitical Frontiers-Okinawa, Taiwan"

  SATO Yoichiro

(  / Okinawa (Naha etc), Taiwan (Taipei, Kaohsiung)

4  / 4 credits

This course assumes no prior knowledge and qualifications, but students who have specific interests in Okinawa and Taiwan are 
particularly welcome to register.

2024 /AY2024

2023 AY2023 Curriculum: [23]-[S]-[COM]-3
2017 AY2017 Curriculum: [17]-[S]-[COM]-3

 / Fall semester

CAM
See Curriculum Alignment Matrices below.
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Field Research Project "Geopolitical Frontiers-Okinawa, Taiwan"

Overview of Each Class

1 2
3 4

2 1
2

Teaching Methods

2025/3/6( ) 1-2  : 
Wed., Mar.6, 2025, 1st-2nd periods: Final student presentations (Post-field-research-project session) on Taiwan

Practicum Schedule

Pre-field research project lectures:
It aims to provide with students with an overview of social, cultural, political and economic problems that Okinawa and Taiwan face.  The 
first two sessions introduce these problems by considering their historical backdrops.  The third and fourth sessions, entirely based on 
class discussions, conduct preliminary research on these problems by looking at the existing literature and media, and also establish 
research plans in the field. 
 

Practicum on-site:
The focus of the field-work is twofold.  Firstly, it employs the method of direct observation by organising field-visits to culturally/locally 
specific areas, such as museums and historical sites, where students have the opportunities to conduct qualitative (informal) observation. 
 Secondly, it arranges visits to relevant governmental agencies and think tanks, where students have opportunities to have numerous 
discussions with relevant specialists. 
 

Post-field research projct lectures:
Students are required to give a group presentation, which summarises the significance of their findings, at the end of the programme.

2025/2/15( ) ( )

 2
 
 :  

Sat., Feb. 15, 2025 (Stay in Okinawa)
Meet at Naha Airport (Okinawa) at 12:00PM
 The Former Japanese Navy Underground Headquarters, Shuri Castle: Learn about the history of the Ryukyu Dynasty and World War 

II.
 Local News Watching, Discussion: Through observation and discussion of local media coverage of Okinawa and its characteristics, 

examine its geopolitical position.
 Okinawan Traditional Music: Experience the unique cultural background.

Pre-lectures Classroom will be announced at a later date.

2024/12/11( ) 6  (1): 
Wed., Dec.11, 2024, 6th period: Introduction to Field Research Project (1): A lecture about the research scope and method of field study.

2024/12/18( ) 5-6   [ ]:  
Wed., Dec.18, 2024, 5th -6th periods: Okinawa: History and Society: A lecture and a discussion based on the preassigned readings 
about the history and society of Okinawa.

2025/1/8( ) 5-6  :  
Wed., Jan.8, 2025, 5th-6th periods: Geopolitics of East Asia: A lecture and a discussion about geopolitical sotuation of East Asia based 
on the preassigned readings.

2025/1/15( ) 5-6   [ ] : /
Wed., Jan.15, 2025, 5th-6th periods: Taiwan: History and Society: A lecture and a discussion based on the preassigned readings about 
the history and society of Taiwan.

2025/1/22( ) 6  (2): 
Wed., Jan.22, 2025, 6th period: Introduction to Field Research Project (2): Student presentations about their field research plans.

(Zoom MTG ID )
Post-lectures Online (Zoom MTG ID will be announced at a later date.)

2025/3/5( ) 1-2  : 
Wed., Mar.5, 2025, 1st-2nd periods: Final student presentations (Post-field-research-project session) on Okinawa

2025/2/16( ) ( )
 2
 2
 
 

Sun., Feb. 16, 2025 (Stay in Okinawa)
 Peace Memorium Museum: Learn the history of World War II.
 Himeyuri Peace Memorial Museum: Learn the history of World War II.
 Local News Watching, Discussion: Through observation and discussion of local media coverage of Okinawa and its characteristics, 

examine its geopolitical position.
 Observation of Kokusai Street: Deepen understanding of Okinawa's dependence on tourism.



Field Research Project "Geopolitical Frontiers-Okinawa, Taiwan"

Study Content and Load outside of Class (preparation 
and review)

Method of Implementing Multicultural Collaborative 
Learning

Instructor's professional experience/involvement 
(outside academia)

5  Letter grades  A+, A, B, C/ F

The implementation of multicultural collaborative learning is a significant component of this programme.  Students are strongly required to 
conduct groups-works and collaborative and independent research in multicultural and multilingusitic environments.  This programme is 
designed to helps students understand the significance of multicultural collaboration and equip them with essential skills and capabilities 
to live in multicultural societies.

Practicum Schedule

In order to effectively conduct the field research project, students are required to produce a research proposal which includes the nature 
and background to critical social issues/problems to be looked at in the field-work, and research questions to be answered.

2025/2/17( ) ( )
  (USFJ)
 

Mon., Feb. 17, 2025 (Stay in Okinawa)
 Briefings MOFA, USFJ: Lectures from experts in U.S.-Japan relations
 Local News Watching, Discussion: Through observation and discussion of local media coverage of Okinawa and its characteristics, 

examine its geopolitical position.

2025/2/18( ) (  / )
 
 
 

Tue., Feb. 18, 2025 (Fly from Naha to Taipei in the morning. / Stay in Taipei)
 228 Memorial: Experience a part of the history of the Taiwanese government since the immigration of the mainlanders to Taiwan.
 Local News Watching, Discussion: Through observation and discussion of local media coverage of Taiwan and its characteristics, 

examine its geopolitical position.
 Shilin Night Market: Observe and experience Taiwanese culture

2025/2/22( )
 

12:00PM

Sat., Feb. 22, 2025
 Kaohsiung Museum of History

Dismissal at 12:00PM at Kaohsiung Museum of History

2025/2/19( ) ( )
 
 
 

Wed., Feb. 19, 2025 (Stay in Taipei)
 President Palace: Gain insight into the history of Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang "KMT") rule and the governance of Taiwan 

today.
 National History Museum: Gain insight into the history of Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang "KMT") rule and the governance of 

Taiwan today.
 Local News Watching, Discussion: Through observation and discussion of local media coverage of Taiwan and its characteristics, 

examine its geopolitical position.

2025/2/20( ) ( )
 
  
 

Thu., Feb. 20, 2025 (Stay in Taipei)
 National Chengchi University visit: Discussions with experts: international situation in East Asia and Taiwan's position in the region.
 National Taiwan Museum Nanmen Branch: Gain insight into Taiwan's history and cultural background.
 Local News Watching, Discussion: Through observation and discussion of local media coverage of Taiwan and its characteristics, 

examine its geopolitical position.

2025/2/21( ) (  / )
 
 
  

Fri., Feb. 21, 2025 (Transfer from Taipei to Kaohsiung by Shinkansen in the morning. / Stay in Kaohsiung)
 Sun Yat Sen University: Lectures and discussions by experts at Sun Yat Sen University.
 Local News Watching, Discussion: Through observation and discussion of local media coverage of Taiwan and its characteristics, 

examine its geopolitical position.
 Liuhe Night Market: Observe and experience Taiwanese culture.

 / Final Report 20

Method of Grade Evaluation

 / Participation in the pre-field research project seminar and research proposal 30

 / Participaiton in the field-research project on-site 30

 / Post-field research project presentation 20



Field Research Project "Geopolitical Frontiers-Okinawa, Taiwan"

Requirements for Students

Textbook Notes

( )
Textbook(Students will need to purchase these 
textbooks when registering for this course.)

Further Reading Notes

( )
Further Reading (Books, audiovisual materials)
Availableat Reserved Corner in the APU Library

( )
Further Reading (Journal articles, white papers, year 
books, etc.)

Office Phone No.

E-mail
E-mail Address

E-Book 
E-Book & Course-related links  / Nil

 / Nil

 / Nil

 / There are no “set texts” for this course.  The reading list will be provided by the instructor in the pre-field study 
session.

 Minimum number of participants

 Safety Information for Dispatch Areas
(as of: (Y)2024 /(M)6  /(D)7 )

5

Nil

 / There are no “set texts” for this course.  The reading list will be provided by the instructor in the pre-field research 
project session.

4369

satoy@apu.ac.jp

Misc. Notes

( ) Program fee (approx.)
For 5 participants: Approx. 156,000 yen
For 10 participants: Approx. 149,000 yen
For 15 participants: Approx. 142,000 yen

[Fees included]
Accommodation

   (3 nights in Naha, 3 nights in Taipei and 1 night in Kaohsiung)
   (without breakfast / two persons per room (tentative))

One-way airfare from Naha to Taipei
Local transportation (Okinawa & Taiwan including Shinkansen; bullet train from Taipei to 

Kaohsiung / arrangement must be made by participants.) 
Entrance fee at visited sites
Honorarium for local lecturs
Domestic travel insurance (1,000 yen)

[Fees not included]
Airfare (Airfare to Naha, the meeting place; airfare from Kaohsiung, the dismissal point, is to be 

arranged by participants.)
Ground transportation in Japan
Food expenses
Overseas travel insurance & Risk Management Support System

   (mandatory)
Immunization (optional)
Visa application & its related fees (if applicable)

 Number of participants 15

 / There are no “set texts” for this course.  The reading list will be provided by the instructor in the pre-field research 
project session.



Field Study Field Research
Project
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 Top of page

Become able to study a topic (subdiscipline) from a specialized perspective in a small group seminar and write a
graduation thesis or report that reflects the results of the student’s four years of study.

Gain empathy, communication skills, and personal integrity needed for leadership in the Asia Pacific region through 4
years of experiences in a multicultural environment both on and off campus with the goal of contributing to sustainable
development and coexistence in the Asia Pacific region.

CAM Table for Field Study & Field Research Project ( ) for College of Asia
Pacific Studies (APS)

Gain the ability to comprehensively and deeply understand the diverse and unique
societies, politics, economies, and cultures of the Asia Pacific region.

Master the basic knowledge, theories, and methodologies of the social sciences, especially sociology, political science,
and economics during the first and second years of
study.

3 Understand the specialized knowledge, theories, and methodologies in one of the three areas of specialized
studies: “Culture, Society, and Media,” “International Relations,” and “Global Economy.”

Acquire problem-solving and practical skills by facing the reality of the Asia Pacific region.


