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Security environment in East Asia deteriorates as the Sino-US rivalry intensifies. Political confrontation
over the status of Taiwan has been postponed by the "policy of ambiguity" by the US. However, the rise of
China economically and militarily and the consequent use of force for altering the status quo have elevated
the countering US commitment to Taiwan for deterrence. Both rhetoric and actions of China and the US
have spiralled up in tension. Japan in the alliance partnership with the US has started jointly acting with the
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At the same time, internal politics in Taiwan and Okinawa have functioned as an important variable in the
spiraling up of the tension in international relations. In the 2024 Taiwanese Presidential election, the
Democratic Progressive Party, believed to be more supportive of Taiwan's independence, won. Meanwhile
in Okinawa, progressive governors have opposed the realignment plan of the US bases. This field study
course adopts observing and listening in the field. Through visits to historical sites and military bases, as
well as roundtable discussions with experts, the course attempts to elevate the reading-based "knowledge"
through pre-departure study to an empathetic "experience."




