
<For 2023 Curriculum ST Students> 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

Q1. Do I have to take a seminar class (Major Seminar, Graduation Research, 
Graduation Project, or Capstone)? 

A. Yes. Under the 2023 curriculum, APS students are required to register for a 
seminar course (Major Seminar, Graduation Research, Graduation Project, or 
Capstone) from their 5th semester. 
As such, you must apply for a seminar in your 4th semester. Please see the 
Academic Information Website for more information on how to apply.  

 

Q2. If I fail (receive an F grade) in my seminar course (Major Seminar) do I 
have to take it again? 

A. Even if you get an F grade in your 3rd year Major Seminar course you cannot 
take the course again. Also, you are not required to earn a passing grade for 
this course in order to graduate. However, you are required to earn credit 
for Graduation Project or Capstone in your 8th semester as a graduation 
requirement, so you will need to retake the class and earn a passing grade 
in order to graduate. 

 

Q3. Do I still need to apply for a seminar if I am planning on taking a leave of 
absence in my 5th or 6th semester? 

A. Yes. It is required. Even if you are planning on taking a leave of absence in 
your 5th or 6th semester, you must still apply for a seminar in your 4th 
semester. When you return to APU, you will be enrolled in the seminar you 
were successfully placed into based on the results of your 4th semester 
application. 

 

https://en.apu.ac.jp/academic/st/seminar/


Q4. Do I still need to apply for a seminar if I am planning on studying abroad in 
my 5th or 6th semester? 

A. If you are planning on studying abroad in your 5th and/or 6th semester you 
will not be registered for a seminar (Major Seminar) in the semester(s) you 
are away from APU. When you return to APU, you will be enrolled in the 
seminar you were successfully placed into based on the results of your 4th 
semester application, so you must be sure to apply. If you are planning on 
studying abroad in your 7th semester, you will still be registered for your 
seminar (Graduation Research) while you are away from APU, and will take 
the class through remote instruction. 

 

Q5. Can I change my advisor after I am placed in my seminar? 

A. ST students can apply to change their advisors while in their 5th or 6th 
semester. Please see the Academic Information Website for details of the 
application period, procedures, and other information. 

https://en.apu.ac.jp/academic/st/seminar/

