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In Japan, what is the most famous brand product from Oita Prefecture? It is very expensive. D
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What kind of a body action do Japanese after they touch something very hot with their fingers?
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In Japan, every month has a traditional name as well besides of the I1gatsu... way of naming them. What is
the name of 10gatsu  (October) ? Why do you think the month got that name? Please explain.
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Japanese Study Support
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Studying Japanese isn’t just about working through textbooks - there are plenty of other
resources available for you to use too! Check out the materials in the SALC and talk to
the TAs to discover how you can improve your Japanese language skills. If you have
any questions at all then come and ask us. We will look forward to meeting you!
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A wide variety of language support
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Hi, I'm Jun, 3rd year student. My hobby is playing sports and watching animation. I'd be glad if you come
and talk to me about these. I will advise any question you may have. Hope we'll meet soon in SALC!
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Come and check out some interesting books in the SALC!
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Hello, I'm Noriko OBAYASHI, Japanese TA of SALC. I've ever experienced swimming, piano, brass
band, = 7& (Japanese archery). My favorite books at SALC are Shinichi HOSHI’s series. He is the great
expert of short stories with black joke. We can’t anticipate the ending of stories!! There are many books
concerned with Japanese culture and novels in SALC. Let’s enjoy Japanese with TAs.

TA ﬁa%ﬂ Meet the TAS!
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Looking forward to chatting with you.
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Hi there, I’'m Yukie. If you want to practice and improve your spoken Japanese then come into the
SALC and talk with me — you can practice your spoken Japanese either one-on one or in a group.
There are also plenty of simple Japanese books to read and study materials for the JLPT.
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Make the most of the SALC!
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Hi there, I’'m Mariko. The SALC is not only a great place to study, it also somewhere students who
really want to learn English or Japanese hang out. You can practice speaking with the TAs or use
any of the books that we have, all at a pace that suits you. There are still not that many international
students who come to study Japanese, so we hope that some of you will come and learn with us!
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Hi everyone! My name is Masafumi Osawa, from Osaka, Japan. I am APS and sophomore student.
I am working as a Japanese TA from this semester. My hobbies are watching movies, listening
music, and sometimes drinking. If you want to improve your Japanese skills which are like speaking,
listening, and reading, just visit SALC and let’s study! Please do not hesitate to come.
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Manga, Storybooks and Picture Books
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A great way to learn some of the Japanese that isn’t covered in your

Quniversity classes is to read manga or storybooks. These are both

N

enjoyable ways to learn about Japanese youth culture. There are also
CDs available for you to practice ‘shadowing’ if you want to improve
your pronunciation. Picture books are a good way to learn about
Japanese customs, food and regions too. There are even books in
English that explain about Japanese manners and customs.
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Talk with the TAs
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Students who want to be able to speak fluently with Japanese
people but are having trouble getting started should come and
see our TAs. Make sure that you think of a topic to talk about in
advance! There are Japanese TAs in the SALC during 4th and 6th
periods.
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We have plenty of sample exam question papers for students taking
the JLPT or BJT, in addition to CDs for listening practice. We don’t
lend these out, however you can use them to study together with your
friends in the SALC. If there is anything that you don’t understand
then make sure to check with the TAs to see what they think too!

SALC Book Reviews
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I read about the various events that happen throughout the
Japanese year in the book [ A ZDITHREES L] . In
particular I was interested in [ %% | | an event that occurs
on December 22nd, the shortest day of the year. I am from
Singapore, which does not have different seasons as it is
close to the equator, so the length of day and night does
not change throughout the year. In Japan people put yuzu
fruit in their baths and eat pumpkin in order to help them
get through the winter without catching a cold. I love citrus
fruits so I definitely want to try having a yuzu bath this year.
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This book explains many different Japanese expressions. For
example I learned that the word I #1 > | can be used when
talking about a person’ s character, meaning that they are
calm and peaceful. It also taught me that [ H Z ¥ < 9% |
means to be surprised by something. Additionally I found out
that 7§ % ] is not only used to mean that an object or person
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‘slides’ , but it can also be used to refer to failing an exam,
and 1A % J means saying something that you shouldn’t!
Reading this book made me realize what a rich language
Japanese is.
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This was a very interesting book that explained Japanese
lifestyle, culture and history in an easy to understand way. I
found out that that the entrance to Japanese rooms is usually
only six feet, or 180 cm, high, so people who are taller than
that need to be careful! I also learned that it is fine to slurp
noodles loudly when you are eating in Japan, something that
would be considered rude in Thailand. This is a really useful
book for foreigners who are interested in Japan, and is also
good for your Japanese study as everything is written in
English and Japanese.
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through manga

There are a lot of different manga in Japan. They represent
one aspect of modern Japanese culture and translated
versions are also available in many foreign countries. I am
sure that everyone has read Japanese manga at least once or
twice.

You can learn about Japanese culture through manga, so I
would like to introduce you to two popular publications, [/3
AR K] and ‘Slam-dunk’ .

[ )3 77 R >~ K ] is the story of the swordsman Musashi
Miyamoto, an actual historical figure who lived in Japan
from the end of the civil war through to the Edo period. The
content of the story is quite difficult to understand, however
by reading it you can learn about Japanese history and find
out about the mindset of people during the Japanese civil
war.

[R5 &> 7] isastory set at a Japanese high school that
is centered around the theme of basketball. It is very widely
read by Japanese students. I think that one reason for this is
that students can really relate to a lot of the situations in it.
Club activities, such as basketball, form an important part of
the lives of many Japanese students, especially during junior
high and high school. You can learn about a common culture
that is widely understood through these books. If [/377 R >/
K] provides a snapshot of historical Japanese culture, then
[A5 1.7 ] canbe seen as a view into modern Japanese
culture.

Reading manga is a very enjoyable way to learn more about
Japan. [ recommend that you read the two publications that
I have introduced here in order to gain some insight into the
spirit of the Japanese people.

- Learning about Japan
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Hi Monica. How long have you been teaching at APU and
what do you teach?

Next semester will be my 4th semester here and I will be teaching
Introduction to English and Intermediate English classes.

Where are you from originally? How many countries have you
lived in?

I am from Romania in Eastern Europe. I have travelled to many
countries, lived shortly in France, China and Australia. I have
lived for about 8 years in Japan.

How many languages do you speak?
I speak about 7 languages, all to different proficiency levels.

How do you learn a new language?

When I was young [ wanted to be a mathematician. I love num-
bers and formulas, so when I started learning languages I felt [
needed to understand how they worked before I learned anything
else. I always start with very few words and lots of grammar
and rules. When I feel I understand the basics I start adding new
words. My favorite way of doing this is by reading a lot in that
language. When I was learning English I spent two or three years

Learning Language Advice from English Teacher, Monica Hamciuc
By Lindsay Mack

reading English literature classic books from a subscription pro-
gram. To sum up, I learn by understanding basic grammar first
and then reading a lot.

What do you think is the biggest challenge to overcome when
learning a new language?

I guess it’s having a strong motivation. If you know why you want
to or need to learn the language, then it shouldn’t be that challeng-
ing, but if you’re not sure or you’re trying to learn it without re-
ally being interested, then it won’t work.

What advice or tips do you have for students studying a new
language?

Know WHY you’re studying it and to what degree you want to
learn it. If you need to communicate with native speakers of that
language, then learn a few basic things and go out, find those
people and start talking (especially if you’re an APU student, it
shouldn’t be too hard to find them). [ am not a big fan of learning
a new language for a few extra credits, but if that’s your goal, then
come to class every day and make sure you do your homework
and are ready for your tests.

L] ° ° L]
English Writing and Speaking help for all students
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Welcome back students! Did you have a nice summer vacation? Did you study English? Probably, you didn’t study as much English as you would have liked. Now the vacation is over and it is time to study
English hard again. But there is a problem: you have forgotten your English that you learned last semester and your new English class is difficult. Maybe you can’t quite remember how to write an English essay, or
how to give an English presentation. You may be wondering how you will ever pass this class.
Don’t worry, the SALC is the perfect place to go and get extra help with your English writing and speaking. Did you know that there are trained English TAs who can help you write your essay, help you
with English grammar, and help you achieve success in English? Besides writing help there is also speaking help with trained TAs ready to practice speaking English with you and help you with your English

presentations. This semester we have hired more TAs to help you practice English writing and speaking so more students can get help! If you have never booked a time with a TA, now is the time to do it. Let’s
learn more about what the SALC has to offer.
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Language Lounge for Speaking
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This semester we have moved English speaking to the Language Lounge. Stop by the Language
Lounge to book a time with the TA to practice your English speaking. At the Language Lounge
you can participate in both Talk Time and Group Chat.
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Talk time is a 20 minute time you can book with an English TA to practice speaking. Here, TAs
can help you with your “talk on a topic” assessment for FE1, IE1, and AE2 by practicing with
you and giving you feedback. TA’s can also help you with presentations for FE1, IE1 and AE1,
debating for IE1 and AE2 and getting participation points for ITE. Finally, if you just want some
practice speaking English then you can schedule time to just do that.

Group Chat

o, BB PY Yy ZIZ0o0T. EETRE
L IKBLeND LIRAD,

DI AP~ B L L KA D16: 15~ 16: 45 1013 | 1015
! LR RARDIT:00~17:30
1 =T A AN BN )

Students who want to practice speaking and 10727 10229 | Dating
discussing can now sign up for Group Chat. Group 11/3 11/5 | Debate
Chat will consist of four students and one Teaching 11/10 11/12 | November vacation plans

Assistant (TA), with the TA leading a discussion
for 30 minutes based on various topics. The Group
Chat will be divided into two different levels:
Beginner (4:15 pm) and Intermediate (5:00 pm)
every 5th period Tuesday and Thursday. Students
must come and sign up beforehand in the SALC.

The topics are
Tuesday | Thursday
10/6 10/8

Topic

Summer Vacation

Travel

10/20 10/22 | How to improve your English
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Writing and Homework Help
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Writing is a big part of all English classes and the TAs are trained to help all students from Introduction to English —
Advanced English 2. Come to the SALC 3rd, 4th,5th and 6th to get extra help with writing. Also, if you are having
problems with an assignment, you can take it to the SALC to get some extra help. You can sign up ahead of time in the
appointment book for 20-minute slots, or just drop into the SALC to see if they have any open appointments.

SALC Schedule
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Language Lounge Schedule
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