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‘My Way’

— How I study Japanese
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In this issue we hope to provide some helpful study advice to students
who find that kanji are'a problem when learning Japanese. We have
included su tions from both teachers and older students that you
can use over the spring break to get ahead before the start.of the'next
semester.

—Hello. Neither of you knew any Japanese when you started at APU, is
that correct?

S : Yes, that’s right. Originally I was very interested in Japanese manga
and animation, and that was what made me decide to study in Japan in the
first place. I started off learning at a leisurely pace, however kanji turned
out to be very difficult for me.

P : I am an Uzbek Korean. As Korean and Japanese are similar I thought
that if I could learn Japanese then I would also be able to learn Korean, and
so I began to study both of them when I started at APU.

—What aspects of your Japanese study did you find most useful?

S . I found role-playing games very useful. When playing games such
as Final Fantasy they become a lot more fun if you are able to read and
understand Japanese quickly. Your teacher might not be too happy if you
say that you learned Japanese by playing computer games, but even when I
was in Indonesia I played games such as ‘Gandam’ and ‘Naruto” and found
myself working out that ‘SENTOU’ = [ | and ‘TAICHOU’ = [[E ] .
By doing this I could expand my vocabulary with words that were not in
my course textbooks.

P : Recently I saw a Japanese movie - Takeshi Kitano’s ‘Brother’.
Through that film I learnt the word [#\> | . The hero of the story was very
cool, however I thought that there had to be a better, more accurate word to
describe him than 4> 2] . When 1 researched this in a dictionary
I found out that people say that this type of person is [ #2\> | . I feel as
though I was better able to understand Japanese people’s sense of the world
through watching this movie.

—Can you also tell us about anything that really helped with your Kaniji study?
S : In my case, when I am learning kanji I try to create an easy to
remember image for each of them. For example, I like the kanji %] and
[ . The reason for this is that inside [33 ] I can see two ducks. Doesn’t
2] look like a duck to you? (Laughs) Whenever I write this kanji I think
about whether I should choose (I35 ]) the left duck or the right duck. ]
looks like a radio, which is something that makes people excited ( % L
721 ) when they listen to it.

P : That is a really interesting way of memorizing kanji! At the moment I
am studying kanji in preparation for the J-test and BJT, so it feels a lot less
fun. (Laughs) I have made my own kanji notebook and I write words that I
don’t know in it. I have also started using my electronic dictionary a lot.

I found an interesting kanji word recently; [.0oH1 ] . When I looked it up
I was surprised to learn that it has two very different meanings. It is very
strange that ‘within my heart’ can also represent the idea of a lovers’
suicide pact! (Laughs) Also, in the Japanese calendar [ fifi 7& | is written
in the December section. When I researched about this I found that there
was an interesting story to explain why. As a result of experiences like
this I really feel that there are a great number of chances to increase my
vocabulary through everyday life.

—Both of you have obviously found your own unique ways of studying
Japanese — thanks for sharing them with us! | hope that those of you
reading this will be able to learn from the example of these two students
and find your own effective method of study.
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‘My Way’ — How I study Japanese
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All the grammar and vocabulary that I need in one notebook!!

K : Hi Jamie. In our questionnaire you wrote that your self-made notebook was your most useful study tool for learning Japanese. Can
you tell us a little bit about this notebook?

J : It really is nothing special. I just write in it about grammar and the meanings for kanji. When the teacher tells us to memorize a set
of kanji, the first thing that I do is put them in my notebook.

K : Some of the words are written in red — why is that?

J T also have a transparent red sheet. When I put this over the top of the page the words written in red become invisible. I use this to
help me study before exams.

K : Is this something that you started after beginning Intermediate Japanese classes?

J . I started doing this when I was in Foundation class. Not just for kanji, but also for grammar points. So this has become a very
valuable notebook for me.

I plan to continue adding to the book right up to Advanced Level. !
K . With this single notebook you can do revise anywhere and check words that you had previously forgotten — . s S

— it really is a useful study tool. I strongly encourage you to keep using it! th¥k7 > Xintermediate class 2 113I—ZA

Message from Berwick Taeko sensei

e o For the students who have problems with learning Kanji
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Hello!!
How is your study going?
In the Japanese foundation class you are expected to learn 300

e a‘ﬂi‘ ..
= ‘ > Kanji for one semester. Wow! That’s a lot. It must be hard for
Kall gron® .
’Leacn\"‘i"?fwu%fn““a‘,esﬁ cRr students to remember all expect Chinese student. I am often

ase ,.;\an‘;‘s wav®

2282 5300 a2 g asked from students how they can remember all these Kanji.

& a(m 1) lor

i‘j(f,\ih 2200 e Today, I would like to introduce a couple of books to help you.
?,sﬁ‘ﬂ%; e ol These books show the images of Kanji so that you can remember

B / T ' them much easier. SALC has those books. Why don’t you go to
Pt L SALC and take a look at them? It will help your study for sure!!

Ganbatte!!!
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Natsuda Sense1’s Language Learning Advice

Doron KLEMER interviewed Kaoru NATSUDA, APM Professor
of Developmental Economics, (in English!), and an Introduction to

Economics, (in Japanese)

SALC: Where are you from?

Prof.Natsuda: I’'m from Oita, actually, and I
graduated from Oita University.

SALC: A local boy! I know you speak fluent
English and, of course, Japanese, but do you
speak any other languages?

Prof.Natsuda: Well, I can speak conversational
Portuguese, and also a little Dutch. I lived in
Holland as part of my studies, but I was only
there for a year, so I have forgotten most of it.

SALC: Your English is not only fluent, your
accent is practically native, too. When did you
first become interested in English?
Prof.Natsuda: Not until my first year of
University, actually. I knew I would need English
for work, so I started studying alone, from a
book. I knew basic grammar from high school,
but I didn't know enough vocabulary so I studied
every day from a vocab book I made, because
if you know the right words, people will always
understand you.

SALC: That explains how you understand
English, but how did you learn to speak so well?
Prof.Natsuda: Well, I realised that I needed
to use the words I was learning, so I practiced
whenever | could with foreign exchange students,
and then I was lucky enough to go to Holland
for a year as an exchange student. I took lessons
on international business in English, and also
enjoyed parties and life outside of classes, which
was important for improving my English. I still
meet up with classmates from that time regularly,
in different cities around the world.

SALC: What do you think about English at APU?
Prof.Natsuda: The environment here is great,
but the point is to use it. Students should make
friends with people from different countries, to
improve cultural understanding as well as their
language skills. We have to understand different
people’s ways of thinking.

SALC: Do you have any advice for students
continuing their language study over the holiday?
Prof.Natsuda: Two things: first, I think students
have to make a daily effort to study, especially
vocabulary. Second, they should enjoy usifig
languages with other people, talk to foreignérs
and have fun. Just studying from a book every

day can be boring — it should be a mix of effort

and fun.
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large number of words that there are to learn. Even if you study vocabulary hard
every day, if you never actually see the words that you study then it is difficult to
stay motivated. On top of this students who do not like kanji will find the task even
more daunting, as it is not possible to separate vocabulary study from kanji study.
So how should you go about studying Japanese kanji vocabulary? One useful
suggestion is given in a book by Professor Osamu Takeuchi of Kansai University
entitled ‘Looking for more effective foreign language study techniques — Studying
successful foreign language learners’. The examples in this book show us that
successful English learners study every day, set and meet their own daily quotas
of words to learn, try to learn the most commonly occurring vocabulary as early
as possible, speak while they study, study related words together, and regularly
‘relearn’ words they have already covered.

I believe that techniques such as those mentioned above can also be very effective
when learning Japanese kanji vocabulary. If you need to learn a large number of
words then you should first create a study plan. It is important that you stick to this
and study every day, in addition to doing regular revision. In order to learn words
more effectively you should say them after writing them, as well as trying to
memorize words that often occur together with and those that have the same kanji.
If you choose vocabulary that you will have plenty of chances to read and use then
you should notice an improvement in your learning, which in turn should increase
your motivation.

Recently at APU we have begun to provide support for ‘Kanji and Vocabulary
Learning Support tool’ (KABOSU) to Advanced Level II students in order to
make the kind of learning outlined here more accessible. Eventually we hope that
we will also be able to set up this software for use in the SALC, where it will be
available for everyone to use.

CLE Hiromichi TERAJIMA
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Podcast topic  §=H¢

This month” s Podcast topic is Health. Log onto http://
fnt.posterous.com to listen. In this edition of the Friday

Night Trio podcast (http://fnt.posterous.com), we will

explore HIN1 influenza. We've all heard of it, but what is
the "new" influenza actually like? How is it different from
the seasonal influenza that most of us have experienced.
We will interview several people who have battled HIN1
and get their first-hand accounts. We will also discuss
preventative measures. Please listen to the podcast to
hear our answers and add your comments and answers
by visiting http://fnt.posterous.com. Remember, if you
like the topic, use it in a discussion during SALC Talk

Time. Friday Night Trio currently comprises three English
teachers from the Center for Language Education. If you
are interested in joining our future discussions, please let
us know by contacting us at http://fnt.posterous.com.
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