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Greetings! We are the SALC Japanese TAs.

Masafumi Osawa/Yukie Uchida/Marika Tanaka

The SALC has now been open for students to study
Japanese for more than a year — are you making the most of
this fantastic opportunity!?

There are plenty of books for you to learn about Japanese
culture in the SALC, in addition to Japanese exam CDs
and practice materials. You can practice speaking Japanese
with the TAs, too. In particular, we would like to welcome
those of you who have not yet used the center. We want to
support you in your Japanese study as much as possible, so
please come and visit us. We look forward to seeing you
soon!
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Introduction of new TAs
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Yuka Abe
Greetings everyone! I am a 2nd year
Japanese APS student.
My main area of study is International Relations, although
I am also taking Social Psychology and Human Ecology
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Japanese Study Support at SALC
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Books for Self-study

For those of you who are struggling with kanji, we have
books that will help you to remember these characters
painlessly through pictures and stories. We also have
materials that explain Japanese grammar and vocabulary
in English, and practice question booklets for students who
want to take the JLPT and BJT.
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Studying Japanese does not just involve
learning from a textbook; there are a
wide variety of resources that you can
use. Talk to the SALC TAs, use these
different resources, and find out how
you can improve your language skills.

Talk with TAs

TAs are available for Japanese speaking practice. If you
want to speak like a Japanese person but are too shy to
practice with friends, or if you don’t have any chance to
speak Japanese, then come and see us in the SALC. You
should think about a topic that you would like to talk about
before you arrive. Japanese TAs will be in the SALC during
4th and 6th periods.
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Read Manga, Storybooks and Picturebooks

If you want to study the type of Japanese that is not taught
in class, then reading manga or storybooks is a good place
to start. As well as being enjoyable, you can also learn
about Japanese youth culture. By reading picturebooks you
will acquire information about the traditions and foods of
different regions of Japan. We also have texts that explain
Japanese customs, proverbs and common sayings in
English.

classes. My hobbies are reading, listening to classical
music, networking, shopping (in particular for clothes and
books), and studying Korean, Chinese and English. I am a
big fan of Japanese manga too, so I hope that I can chat to
some of you about either manga or anime.

There are plenty of chances for International Students to
study Japanese in the SALC. Whether you want Japanese
friends, to improve your Japanese, or to find a good book or
comic to read — whatever your needs are, Japanese SALC
is at hand to help! Pop in any time and have a chat with us.
You are missing out if you don’t!
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Chie Mitsui

Hello everyone! I am a 3rd year APS student.

I like listening to music and eating tasty foods! I enjoy
learning about foreign languages and cultures too, so I love
chatting with International Students. At the moment I am
taking Thai lessons, and studying Uzbek and Russian with
friends.

I lived in AP House for a year and a half. During that
time I had a lot of contact with International Students, and
I often helped them with their Japanese study. I enjoyed
teaching Japanese to these friends, which encouraged me
to take the Teaching Japanese as a Second Language class
offered at APU.

As a SALC TA I would like to make the most of my
experience and help all of you. You are all welcome to come
and study with me in the center, whatever your current
Japanese language level!
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was introduced to the SALC by my English

teacher, Miss Mack, at the start of October last
year. At the SALC, the Teacher Assistants (TAs)
checked my essays and answered my questions about
English or Japanese. The TAs are very helpful and
they give me good advice. I used the SALC during
the weekdays, during the break between classes.
I would have a quick lunch and go to the SALC to
work with TAs on my essay. This helped me a lot
in the aspect of essay writing as there are always
some grammatical errors which I fail to spot. Apart
from that, writing about something I researched,
I sometimes assume that readers will understand
the jargon that I use. TAs are able to point out
my mistakes and together we correct them. I have
seen much improvement in my writing skills, both
in Japanese and English. My recommendation for
students is to do your homework ahead of time and
let the TAs read through what you have written
before it is due; it is much more productive
than to do the homework the night before
it is due. You reap what you sow ; work
hard now and you will enjoy success
in future.

Edwin Tay (APM4pIZE)
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