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I am also in Prengo, which conducts
volunteer activities in Thailand. I served as
an interpreter/translator in frequent, and often
long, meetings in spite of my poor Japanese
proficiency. The experience taught me
patience and honed my ability to work under
pressure. I learned to adapt to the business
environment in Japan.
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His outstanding performances at a Japanese speech
contest and in APU taekwondo club have made him the
most well-known Thai student on campus. Everyone
agrees he is a dedicated worker.
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I did it. 1 got the job.
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I worked very hard to pass the
financial analyst certification
examination. [ fell behind others
in job searching activities, but my
professional knowledge in finance
and accounting fields impressed
the interviewers. I took Applied
Japanese and Business Japanese
after finishing Advanced Japanese
II, which was a required subject. |
never ceased studying Japanese, and
studied at Ritsumeikan University
on an exchange program. Having
no friends and feeling lonely there,
I joined the English-speaking group
and conversed both in Japanese and
English. It was tough, but I did my
best to adjust myself to the 100%
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trading company

I welcome any opportunity to study
Japanese. My motto in learning
s “trial and error.” If I heard an
interesting phrase or expression on
television, I tried to use it myself
before the end of the day. You can
learn a Japanese sense of humor in
variety shows on TV which come
with Japanese subtitles (my favorite
is Cream Stew). I developed enough
of a sense of humor to make my
friends laugh. Someday at work
I want to hear “where Royani is,
there is a smile.”
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Japanese environment.
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* Mr. Royani is in his third year
working part-time at MacDonald’ s.
He is a trumpeter in the APU brass
band.

Mr. Ta" s superb language proficiency in
Japanese owes to his continuous efforts even
in the fifth semester. His ability to make the
most of the situation is amazing
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We appreciate foreigners who understand Japanese jokes. His
talent to bring a smile to the interviewer may have helped him
land a job. Mr. Royani is known for his determination to succeed
in any work he undertakes.
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Listening tips: Test-taking by Joe Siegel

Listening is a huge part of language testing. Students answer 50 listening questions in about 35 minutes on TOEFL.
TOEIC listening is even longer: 100 questions in 45 minutes. 100 questions?! You might think that sounds tough,
and it is a challenge. However, by using the following tips and strategies, you can aim to succeed on these tests of
NMPSBFHETILIALNGT TV —2HWC VA YT DA T Ty 72 HIELTL S W, listening comprehension. These pieces of advice are particularly useful when taking listening tests but can also be of
LA, INSDT FNA ZFZ R 7227 TR EERDVAZ U THRIZD use when listening in general.

F4 X, 1. Identify the task: Make sure you know what the test questions are asking you. Is the question asking for the main
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IMETIE, F—T—FPMEDHYREIN), AEHETE VA0 Tbhz)L
T, F—U—FEFETHE FEIIEHICOIIE T,

AR TE R D BE T, ORI ELTHEEL L ). "Where” o720

idea or details? For main idea questions, see the next point. For detail questions focus on the question front-
words. When you see or hear “Where” you should immediately understand you are listening for a place. “How
much” means a number. On TOEFL, sometimes you can only see the answer choices. In that case, read the
answer choices and try to predict the question.

. “How much” 72575 FIEE LTHI» 2T W T AR, 2. Answer main idea questions: After you identify a task as a main idea question, listen for repeated words and
BRI OB L EHBRELTHEIONTWAE AT, BN AL LT, 2D stressed words. Speakers will often repeat the same key words or use synonyms that can easily help you find the
e ; > ’ ’ in idea.
mAFHLELED, main i
ggﬁ“;ﬂfwéﬁ?ql Th AN hor (EEE ) AT Y= — 2 B)E 3. Answer immediately: When you know the answer or think you know the answer, fill it in right away. Don’t wait!

TOEFL and TOEIC listening sections move very quickly, so you have to keep up. This means you should answer
DURING the recording if you can, not after the recording. It is difficult to remember things for a long time; for
example, can you remember point number 1 of this list without looking?

. Concentrate on the topic: As the conversations and recordings on tests move from one topic to another, make
sure you focus 100% of your attention on the current topic and questions. Put unrelated thoughts aside. Don’t
worry about the weather, your family or what’s for dinner.
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L o)féﬁ EWIRZENSNT RO 2 TR ICHIESTLE) RATI LIRS, 5. Repeat information to yourself: When you hear detailed information, repeat it silently to yourself. Hearing
l_"J:')Ko) B something just one time is sometimes not enough. Since you have identified the task (point number 1), you
S THDON TV LREMTERDH A TEZS LOPTEDELTLZEE W, &) should know what to listen for. Have a question about an important date? Once you hear it, repeat it to yourself
FRTEICIRD E9% in your mind: “1984...1984...1984".
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http://www.englishclub.com/esl-exams/ets-toeic-practice.htm

Since so much importance is placed on listening ability, it is crucial for students to use the skills they have available.
And TOEFL and TOEIC listening test sections are different from the reading sections. While reading, students can
control their pace and use time as they choose. However, in listening sections, students cannot control the pace and
should activate these strategies to keep up with the speakers and get the best score they can. So listen up and use this
advice when you take your next listening test. And your next listening test. And the next one. These strategies take
practice!

Try this website for some practice: http://www.englishclub.com/esl-exams/ets-toeic-practice.htm
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The SALC broadens your learning with various study materials.

The SALC coordinator interviewed Watanabe-sensei and Honda-sensel.

For those who would like to land a
job in Japan

Watanabe-sensei teaches Business Japanese. The
three students interviewed in this issue have taken
the initiative to acquire the Japanese language and
learn about Japanese culture. Their Japanese studies
started with learning hiragana at APU. Through their
dedicated work, in the first semester of their junior year
they all passed the level 3 of the Japanese-Language
Proficiency Test. They played major roles as leaders in
Vietnam Week, Indonesia Week, and Thai Week.

In job hunting, they made best use of their networks:
they sought help from Japanese members of their
clubs, and fully used the resources of the Career
Office. The key to their success is their active and
outgoing attitude in whatever they do.

The SALC has study guides for the JLTP and BJT
exams along with books on honorifics and Japanese
manners. It also has manga about job hunting. Please
make the most use of the SALC in preparation for
successful job hunting.

For those who want to learn more
about Japan and/or feel some basic
knowledge about Japan is missing

APU has many international students, thus English
can be your main language on campus. You often hear
that, “APU is in Japan, but it is not a typical Japanese
university.”

Honda-sensei teaches Applied Japanese. All of her
students have completed Advanced Japanese II.
Even such students say that they want to learn about
topics like Japanese traditional events, folktales, and
Japanese diet - things ordinary Japanese people should
know. Students themselves feel that they do not have
enough cultural knowledge although their Japanese
has reached a certain level.

If you feel the same, the SALC is the place to visit. We
have many books on Japanese culture and traditional
events lower-intermediate level students can read.
#% (Zukan) has many pictures and photos. We also
have books with English explanations. You might want
to talk about the content of a book you just completed

with Japanese TAs.

If you do not have much
chance to mingle with
Japanese students and/or
locals, or you do not feel |
confident to do things by |
yourself outside of APU,
please come to the SALC as
the first step to learn about
Japan.

Some graduates said when
they went out with their
colleagues, they could not
react to jokes told by their
colleagues since they did
not understand the meaning.
It is highly recommended
you make yourself familiar with topics like current
news and things popular in Japan.

Do not overthink your reasons for coming to the
SALC. The first step can just be dropping by to read
manga or talking with a TA about the drama you like.
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(Books with English, Chinese, or Korean explanations are

- [Understanding Basic Japanese Grammar]

- [Learning 300 kanji through stories]
- [IEREAREXGE#HEEEDHRL 2 b20]

(For intermediate and advanced students who do not

have good command of fundamental grammar)

- [#rLW [BAREERE
FEIREMIE N1,N2,N3]

B ATy IBIERE

(with CDs. Please note that JLPT Level 3 is now N4,

and Level 2N 2.)

- [BEPoRAZBEAFRNAR XA -2 N3]

(with CDs)

are for reference only.

ks
These boO b checked out.

They may no

In Preparation for Job Hunting

[HEABEZED-OOHAKBEA—IVHA K]

[ ATHIZERAHE VIHRE]

« [§RMD7 >/ —] (Manga on job hunting)

- [bhBEY X AEARE HiEHR—BJITEY X ZABHK
LHENTAMAR]

Reference Books on Japanese
Culture and Proverbs
TEUCESRESR ZEOOXEE]

- [MSZAMBEREBEEH]

- [BUEBFERADIEDEHE]

Graded Readers and Story Books
-[BXRESHIATIU—]

The library series come in 4 levels: Level 1
(Fundamental) to Level 4 (Upper-Intermediate) with
CDs. They include Japanese culture and stories most
Japanese know.

- [Read Real Japanese Essays]

- [Read Real Japanese Fiction]

For advanced level students, essays and fictions
of currently popular Japanese novelists, English
explanations provided
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Writing an Introduction by Lindsay Mack based on the checklist by Rachel
Winter

Do you know how to write an introduction? It is the most important part of your
essay because it is the first part the reader reads. Enclosed is a checklist to use

when you write an introduction. Make sure your essay has all these parts:

Does your introduction have

1)A hook- A hook is an opening comment introducing the topic of the essay. In
this part, you should try to catch your reader’s attention. This is called a “hook”
because your writing “hooks” your reader, just like a hook catches a fish when
you are fishing.

Ways you can hook the reader:

a. Use a shocking statistic:

Example: 90% of APU students don’t eat the most important meal of the
day, breakfast.

b. Ask a question

Example: Did you know that breakfast is the most important meal in the
day?

c. Tell a story, or an anecdote

Example: I have never been hungrier in my life. I had just spent 3 hours
taking a TOEFL test with my stomach growling; all because I forgot to
eat the most important meal of the day, breakfast.

2)Background of the main topic- Provide your reader with some
background information about the main topic of your essay.

3)A preview of your essay- Ask yourself what points will you cover in
the essay. Include these points in the preview. The reader should be able to
understand how you organized your essay by reading this part.

4)A thesis statement- By reading your thesis, the reader will be able to
understand the main point of your essay. This could be the answer to an essay
question, or a point/opinion that you will prove.

57 a3y (EBAK)

The following is an example introduction.
Try to find the

a. Hook

b. Background

c. Preview

d. Thesis

What do you think makes a strong leader? Tenacity, teamwork; and deal-
making are some qualities that people think make a good leader. However,
many people have different ideas about leadership. I wanted to investigate
those ideas so I conducted a survey of my classmates and interviewed 10
international students on campus. In this essay, I will start by describing my
methodology before presenting the results of my survey. Finally, I will compare
the survey results with those from the interviews. Through my research, I
discovered that many people think leaders should be popular, but more people
think leaders should be strong.

Answers:

a. Hook: What do you think makes a strong leader?

b. Background Tenacity, teamwork, deal-making are some qualities that people
think make a good leader. However, many people have different ideas about
leadership. I wanted to investigate those ideas so I conducted a survey of my
classmates and interviewed 10 international students on campus.

c. Preview: In this essay, I will start by describing my methodology before
presenting the results of my survey. Finally, I will compare the survey results
with those from the interviews.

d. Thesis: Through my research, I discovered that many people think leaders
should be popular, but more people think leaders should be strong.
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Dear Students,

Most of you know what your teachers expect you to do in order to
learn the material and perform well on the test. However, have you
ever wondered what your teachers think about you? Do you know
what student qualities impress teachers? Do you think you have
ever left a lasting impression on one of your teachers? Listen to this
month's “Friday Night Trio” podcast (http://fnt.posterous.com) to find
out what teachers admire about students and what they really think

makes a good student. Listen closely and maybe you will hear a
teacher describe you. You can add your comments by visiting http:/
fnt.posterous.com.

Remember, if you like the topic, use it in a discussion during SALC
Talk Time.

You'll be hearing from us soon!
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