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Interviewer: Magnus and Ran, the both of you are currently in the
Intermediate. You really did come to SALC a lot this semester (’11
Spring).

Ran: Yes, I've been coming about four times a week ever since
Foundation class. Last semester ('10 Fall), I read the readers from
foundation to pre-advanced levels, and I started talking to the TA
after I joined Intermediate.

Magnus: After joining Intermediate, | stafted coming to

two or three times a week to speak withgthe TA ade a'lot
of Japanese friends lately, but I stillsthink SAA

practicing conversation.

Speaking with TAs \
[: What 1s the difference betwe s@,\n: and FAs?

M: T talk to my Japanese friends\b€€ause I yant to com
with them. At SALC, I practice conversation'sg
with my friends in real situations. For exampl¢

my friends about my experiencesyin the :__c
in China, but I did not have ¢ A. gh”Japan¢sesto
everythmg I wanted to say. There are plenty )f Wore
in a dictionary, but I can't tell which ones are appropy
conversation. I can find out easily by asking the TAs,
countless new words at SALC.

Of course, I don't just practice speaking. The TAs also talk
about their experiences and things they know, and this has taught
me a lot about the lifestyles and culture of the Japanese.

R: When I was a student in Foundation, I was actually afraid to
speak to the TAs. I started practicing conversation with them after
joining Intermediate. One reason is because I didn't have many
Japanese friends I could talk to yet. I came to SALC to practice
vocabulary usage and fluency, not just to learn new words. Also,

I would ask TAs what expressions to use before I went and did
something in real life, like going to the post office.
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Self-Access Learning Center

Reading Marathon

Ran, you tried the Reading Marathon when you were in
Foundation, didn’t you?

Yes. My Foundation teacher told me about it, so I read the “yomu
yomu Bunko”. I read all 50 books, mainly focusing on levels 1 to 3
when I was in the Foundation and up to level 4 when I was in the
Intermediate.

I haven't read the books yet. Which ones do you recommend?

There are many kinds of stories. Histories of Kimono and
Japanese bath (Ofuro) are interesting and there are also books on
Mount Fuji and Tokyo. There are also many novels and old Japanese
folk tales. There are many scary stories as well and just looking at
the pictures in Koizumi Yakumo’s stories are enough to scare you.

Oh, Japanese ghost stories. Those would make perfect summer
reading, because they'll send chills through you.

My Secret: Repeatedly Talking About the Same Topic

I practiced conversation with TAs three times a week, but we
always talked a about the same topic. On the first day, I would try
talking to the TA about a new topic. The TA would tell me lots of
new vocabulary since it was all new to me. On the second day, I
would have the same conversation with another TA, but I could
speak more fluently since I had learned the vocabulary. Once |
practiced the same conversation on the third day, I had internalized
the vocabulary. After that, I would go out and try to have an actual
conversation. Since I worked with different TAs every time, I really
enjoyed the conversations because I was always having them with
someone new.

My Secret: Listen and Read then Read and Speak

When I was reading the “yomu yomu Bunko”, I always listened
to the accompanying CD first without looking at the book. After
that, | started reading. Even if there are some tough spots, listening
to the CD gives you a general overview of the story. This builds
listening skills which are essential for conversation.
Now I'm reading famous books geared toward elementary school
students, and I practice reading along with the TAs. If I don't
understand something, I can ask the TA as we go along. The stories
also spur conversations. For example, I had a great time asking about
games that Japanese children play. I think there are many students
who learn vocabulary and grammar but don't get a chance to use it.
By using the books, you can talk about many things and you gain
confidence using your vocabulary. I think it's a good study method.
I always reserve the last spot in 4th period. I start by reading books
or studying on my own, then I finish by asking the TA questions at
the end.

SALC is a Stress-Free Place Where You Can Build Confidence

You can give in-class presentations with confidence if you
practice them with the TA first.

I think that 1s the great thing about SALC. SALC is a stress-free
environment where you can relax and have a conversation. The TAs
are used to speaking with many different kinds of students, so even
if your Japanese is weird or not very good, you don't have to feel
ashamed. I especially think that this kind of conversation practice
would be helpful for students in the Foundation III and Intermediate
levels.

It seems your trick is to study in a safe place first and then
put what you've learned to practice once you've built up some
confidence.

Set a Goal and Come to SALC

Since you both came to SALC with an idea in mind of what you
needed to practice, you were able to stick to your routine. This
seems to have paid off.

That's right. I think having a goal is very important. No matter
how good a study method you use, if you don't have a goal in mind,
you won't stick with it. I think you can make good use of SALC if
you think about what you want to do and then set a concrete goal.
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Self-Access Learning Center

SALC's Recommended Sites
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Tokyo Metropolitan University mic-J

(http://nihongo.human.metro-u.ac.jp/mic-j/home-j.html)

This site is home to many audio and video study materials.
We recommend the listening materials used for the old JLPT
Levels 3 ~ 1! There is a great deal of material here. Try
studying it before taking a proficiency exam. This site also
has videos on Japanese honorifics! Students in Intermediate or

above should give this a try!
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On-line Concordances over jpWaC-L2

Search Interface

Help
Corpus | Complete jpWaC-L2 Corpus [s]
Show [ ord [ Level O Lemma [ Analysis

Display O Word List
® KWIC Sort @ None O Keyword O Left Context © Right Gontext

Simnle Search [

Tabular Search oo

word: | [

jpwacC-L2

(http://nl.ijs.si/jaslo/cqp/)

Token 1

Dictionaries are useful, but they don't list many example
sentences so you don't know if an expression is one that is used
often or not. Learning often-used phrases is the best way to
master Japanese. Try this site to help you along the way.

For example, if you type "B A (experience) into the
site, and select sort by Right Context, you will find a list of
expressions used often in Japanese, such as "Rkl % A " (gather
experience), B3 ST "(put experience to use), "#EER %
SETH59"(undergo an experience), "ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁaé"@ncrease
experience) and "# B % ##o" (have experience). Students in
Intermediate or above should definitely give this a try!
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Japanese TAs' Four Tips#
for Making the Most of SALC

TAs Komai-san and Yonehara-san introduce some methods for
making the most of SALC.

DTalk with TAs

You can choose a topic you like and speak freely to the TAs. This is
a great opportunity for students who don't have a chance to speak to
Japanese people or those who want to use more Japanese to practice
real Japanese! Since you work with TAs one-on-one, you don't have
to worry about making mistakes. You can also bring your friend
with you! Don’t be shy about speaking Japanese!!

@Use Textbooks Effectively

SALC has practice books for Levels N1 ~ N5 of the Japanese
Language Proficiency Test which include sample questions,
grammar, reading comprehension and more. These books have
English and Chinese explanations so you can use them for self-
directed study. Why not study on your own and boost your Japanese
proficiency? There are also books on business etiquette and kanji
printouts. Feel free to take advantage of these resources!

(®Read Comics and Books

SALC is chock full of comics. Do you know "Case Closed", "Chibi
Maruko-chan" and "Doraemon"? We have these as well as Japanese
folk tales, travel books and more. Come to SALC to read and learn
more about Japan! It might be fun to have conversations with the
TAs about what you've read!

@Check the Japanese Board

Every week, TAs write useful information and fun facts about Japan
on the white board. It might make you want to come to SALC every
week. Be sure to check it out!
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Self-Access Learning Center

Introduction of

Japanese TAs
HAZET AR

FUJINAMI Isshin
BEE — i[> (hLaa woli)
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Hello, APU students!! I'm Isshin FUIINAMI,
and I’'m an APS student from Oita. I begin
working as SALC TA from the fall semester.
My hobbies are cycling and hot springs. I
became interested in Japanese culture recently.
Moreover, I like to talk with people and am
interested in listening to you telling about your
country or funny stories etc....

So please come to SALC. I'm
waiting for you!!

IWASAKI Junko
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I'm Junko IWASAKI, an APS 2nd year student
from Fukuoka. I'm a leader of a circle called
Nihongonet which helps international students
to improve their Japanese skills. I really love
traveling, studying languages, reading comics
and going to karaoke. I will do my best to
support you. Feel free to talk to me on campus.
Let's enjoy studying!

UCHIDA Risa
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Hello, everyone! My name is Risa UCHIDA
and I’'m from Kumamoto. I'm going to start
working as a Japanese TA at SALC in the fall
semester. Now, I’'m so excited!! I love going
abroad and I have been dreaming of traveling
all over the world. Please tell me about your
country or the countries you’ve ever been to. I
can also talk about it. It will be so much fun!

I like reading and watching DVDs as well.
Come to SALC and talk with me. I’'m looking

forward to seeing you!
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Hi, my name is Naoko YOSHIMURA.
I’'m a 2nd year APS student. I'm studying
Indonesian. I like eating, sleeping, and making
crafts. I also love talking to people from
different countries. I’'m so excited to see and
have a nice chat with you all. If you need help,

don’t hesitate! Please come to SALC and brush
up your Japanese with us!

KATAOKA Takuma
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Hello everyone! I am a third year student
majoring in APS. My name is Takuma
KATAOKA. Nowadays I am studying about
war and economics at Professor Fuchinoue’s
seminar. Recently I became interested in the
Amazon rain forests, especially the animals
and the environment which surrounds them.
My hobby is to ski and to play soccer as well
as to help people. I used to live in America and
started to study Hiragana at fifth grade. It was
hard to learn Japanese for me, so I would like
to do my best to help all of you.

YONEHARA Aiko
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My name is Aiko YONEHARA. I’'m from
KOBE. My hobby is eating. Especially, I love
B class gourmet food like takoyaki, gyoza and
ramen. I also often watch Japanese dramas
and Disney movies. I'm good at soft tennis.

What is your hobby? I want to talk about these
things with you.

KOMAI Miya |
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Hi! 'm Miya KOMAI I’'m in the third year
of APS studies. What did you do during your
summer vacatign? Please tell me! In SALC,

you can learn " nese while talking with us
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English Writing and Speaking Help for All Students Taking English Classes

By Lindsay Mack (Associate Professor, Center for Language Education)

Welcome back from summer vacation! Are you ready to study
English again? Are you nervous to speak and write in English
after a long vacation of speaking only Japanese? Don’t worry, the
SALC is the perfect place to go and get extra help with your English
writing and speaking. In the “One Stop Zone” there are trained
English TAs who can help you write your essay, help you with
English grammar, and help you achieve success in English. If you
have never booked a time with a TA, now i1s the time to do it. Let’s
learn more about what the SALC has to offer.

to practice speaking. Here TAs can help you practice daily English
conversation. TAs can also help you with your English presentations,
discussion assessments and debates.

Writing Help

Writing is a big part of all English classes and the TAs are trained to
help all students. The writing help at the SALC is a resource open
to all English students seeking to improve their essay writing skills.
Students receive one-to-one counseling from fellow students in 20
minute sessions. Reservations are made one week in advance by

Talk Time

coming to the SALC and signing up.

Talk time is a 20 minute session you can book with an English TA

Sue

Hello, this is Sue from

Vietnam, the same Sue with a

great passion for Tohoshinki
and detective stories from
spring semester. Anyone
who has an interest in learning
English can come to the SALC to talk to
me, and [ will try my best to help you guys.
Tips for studying English:Studying does
not always mean sitting glued on your
chair gazing at a book for 4-5 hours a day.
Making it fun can increase your motivation,
interest and ability to remember new words.
Enjoying yourself while learning English
through English books, comics, movies or
music is a good experience. Believe me,
learning English is a lot of fun that way.

Jan

Hi. I'm Jan from Vietnam.
I love talking, talking and |8
listening too. Come to the ¥
SALC and tell me your stories
in English. You're always
welcome.

Tips for studying English:First tip, don't
be afraid of mistakes! Just speak and write
in English so that you will get used to
thinking in English. Second tip, make sure
you are surrounded by English every day
and English will become your habit. Last
tip, enjoy! You can't learn anything without
some fun. Let's have fun with English!!! See
you in the SALC.

Jay

Hi guys. Welcome to the SALC.
I'm Jay, a third year student gz
from Thailand. I have been
working as a SALC Writing
Help and Speaking Help TA for
one year. I hope to see you around and let's
enjoy learning English together.

Tips for studyving English:My tips for
learning English? Be positive, patient and
passionate. Make use of all the five senses
you have. Here at APU you can make
friends with international students, come to
the SALC or writing corner at the library,
or join English-speaking circles. Even more
with the technology that is out there, such

. English, and stick to it. Good luck!

as watching movies online, reading news,
or training with flash cards, you can learn
English faster. Find what you like about

Binh

This is Binh from Vietnam
saying hello to you. You can
call me Ruka, as Rukawa
in Slam Dunk is my favorite
Japanese manga. Welcome to the
SALC! I am the only fourth-year Writing
Help and Speaking Help TA, and will be
showing up soon to enjoy studying English
with you.

Tips for studying English:Don't think "I
have to study English hard." Instead, think
"I enjoy studying English." It is never too
late to study something, so forget all the
pressure and enjoy studying
English as much as possible.

On

Hello everybody! My name is

On, a third year student from

Thailand. I am very enthusiastic
to work at the SALC this semester where
I can assist you to learn English. Please do
not hesitate and come to the SALC when
you need my help : )

Tips for studying English:My tip to study
English is to learn English every day, learn
through readings, movies and songs. Then
you will learn more effectively and with
more fun!

Qun

Hello, this is Qun in |

the picture with a “V”
gesture! I am from China

and fortunately I have
inherited the typical Chinese enthusiasm
to help people. So come and find me in the
SALC, I will help you as much as possible!

Tips for studying English:Studying a foreign
language is always a process filled with
hard work. However the core of learning is

practicing the language. AP
us with a splendid envigdOnment to
our languages skills sé, ple
it!

Thanh

I'm Thanh from Vietnam, an APM
3rd year student. I like karaoke
and amateur dancing. You are
welcome to rock the karaoke
rooms in Beppu with me anytime!!
Tips for studying English:1 used to

think I wasn't good at learning languages,
so I stopped studying English and started
playing with it. I read English fairy tales
with magnificent pictures, watched English
cartoons and sang English songs. Come to
the SALC anytime and we'll help you find a
comfortable way to study English!!

Kenmo

Hello dear APU students. Out (’
the three names I have, I mostly
go by Kenmo in APU. If you
need any help regarding learning
English, T will try my best to 0"
support you. I will see you at the
SALC!

Tips for studying English:1 consider
confidence as one of the most important
factors when learning any language.
Don't hold yourself back from speaking
or writing in English just because you are
afraid to make mistakes. Those mistakes
will eventually help you to improve.

Flora

Hello, nice to meet you! My
name 1s Flora, and I'm a new
TA at the SALC. I'm from
Korea and currently a second
year student. I hope I can be a

good supporter for your English study.

Tips for studying English: 1 think being
motivated is the most important point
to learn English. One way you can stay
motivated is by doing something you enjoy.
Personally, I like studying English by
watching American dramas. This way I can
hear English on a daily basis.

YLEET A 4T
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Habits of Highly
Effective English

Learners
By Brad Smith

(Junior Lecturer, Center for Language Education)

How can you make the most of your time at APU? What’s the best way
to achieve your goals and dreams in APU and in life?

In 1989, Steven Covey wrote a very popular and respected book called,
“The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People.” This book showed how
successful people reached their dreams in life and gives clear steps for
how you can reach your own goals. Let’s take a look at these seven

habits and how you can apply them to your English studies this semester.

Be Proactive

This means that you should take the initiative in your life to do things.
Don’t wait for your teacher or friends to tell you when you should do
things. Stop waiting until the last minute to start important projects.
Deadlines for essays arrive faster than you think. Start working on your

assignments as soon as possible.

Begin With the End in Mind

Always make sure you understand how to achieve course goals. Make
sure you understand the course syllabus and how much tests, quizzes,
and other projects are worth. Plan your schedule around these course
objectives and make sure you commit enough time to finish everything.
Always remember that your goal is to pass the course! If you don’t
know the course syllabus, it might be difficult to pass.

Put First Things First

Remember that your goal at APU is to graduate. Your biggest priority
is to pass your courses. It’s so easy to get caught up in circles, part-time
jobs, relationships or playing with your friends. You can do all of these
things but you must ensure that you set aside enough time and energy to
fulfill the course objectives. Everything else is secondary.

Think Win-Win

Your teacher is not your enemy and your fellow students are not
competitors. Bringing a positive attitude and cooperating with other
students helps everybody learn together. When the classroom works
together and cooperates and everyone feels welcome, it makes learning
much easier. This means that you should try to talk to classmates you
don’t know and make new friends with people you normally wouldn’t
make friends with. The classroom is a team and not a collection of
individuals.

Seek First to Understand and Then
be Understood

Make sure that you understand what the teacher is asking you to do
before you begin a project, study for a test, or write a paper. If you
aren’t sure, e-mail your teacher or talk to them after class. If you need
something to be repeated or rephrased, your teacher will be happy to do
so. When students ask questions, it shows us that they want to do well
in the course. A good teacher never looks down on students who ask for
clarification about course related matters.

Synergize

Synergy is combining the different talents of people to reach a goal or
produce something new. Students sometimes complain that their teacher
does not spend time correcting English or providing grammar lessons.
At APU, we have a different style of teaching and we’re hoping that
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students help teach each other English sometimes. If your discussion
partner doesn’t know a word, try to help out! If you notice they make a
mistake with their grammar, you can help by politely correcting them.
Classroom time spent together is a chance for everyone to teach each
other instead of always relying on the teacher.

Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw

The last habit means that you should keep your English skills sharp by
practicing outside the classroom with other students, watching English
movies, and reviewing what you have learned. Write down new words
that you have learned from others and look at the feedback your teacher
has given you on past assignments. Try to understand your mistakes
and your strengths. Lastly, make sure that you get enough rest and sleep
in order to learn properly in the classroom. Coming to class when you
are tired and unable to concentrate is almost pointless. Go to bed early,
eat healthy meals and get some exercise so that you are prepared for the
demands of university life.

I hope these habits help you reflect on your own attitudes and activities.
You can use these habits throughout your life to reach your goals. The
most important thing to remember is that these are habits and you can
only use them effectively if you are constantly doing them. The student
who can follow these habits for more than just the first few weeks of
a semester will probably have a very happy and successful life. Good
luck!
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The Language Lounge (1st floor, F Building) will be upgraded
to become the new Self Access Learning Cente
The new SALC facilities are as follows.

Zone 1 - "Peer Education Zone" % \a

This area is for open conversation in English, Japanese and
use of this space in improving your speaking and listening skills.

Zone 2 - "One Stop Zone"

You will be able to receive support on English writing and
and study abroad consulting.

Zone 3 - "Reading Zone"
This area is stocked with graded readers for developing English reading skills.
Zone 4 - "Concentration Zone"

This area provides reference materials and study strategy books for those studying for
language certification exams such as TOEFL/TOEIC and JLPT.

Zone 5 -"PC Zone"

There are 6 computers in this area, allowing students to use CDs and DVDs to practice
listening and speaking skills.

Please note that due to this change, the SALC room in the 1st floor of Building BII will be
closed.
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SEA Introductions

From the Fall semester, you will be able to consult with the SEA staff
(Student Exchange Advisor) on study abroad programs at the SALC! fiva éE)

SEA are Student Exchange Advisors that work with the Academic Office
to provide support to students aiming to study abroad. The group is made
up of senior students who have experienced studying abroad and who want G
to share their experience and knowledge to junior students through a range
of overseas exchange support events and consulting services.
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Why don't you fly to the Real World
from our small planet, APU?

We, SEA, would like to support you

with your great ambitions to study abroad!
From this semester, we are waiting for you to
visit us at the SALC in F Building!

Please feel free to visit our desk ;)
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: Un1vers1ty of Hong Kong for one
semester. It's a pleasure to be a SEA and
to support your exchange program!
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With the student exchange
opportunity, my eyes were opened by
the high levels of education, culture,
and surroundings of the country. During

my exchange period in England, I enjoyed
exotic circumstances and events and was
able to fulfill my thirst toward the higher
education and achievements in broader fields:
volunteer activities, student ambassador

activities, award winnings, and so on. Being a
SEA, I wish to help those students interested
in participating for the student exchange
program, by motivating them to be blessed
with the fantastic chance of student exchange.
I have confidence in providing good guidance
for students who are interested in the student
exchange program and I hope many students in
APU enjoy the student exchange opportunity.

O4E4E @@%&: A& @ssk:
Chapman University(7ZxU%)

Hi, I’'m Yukie, senior year. I'm
a member of SEA from this fall
semester. | studied abroad at Chapman
University in California, USA from Fall 2010
to Spring 2011. If you are interested in the US
or want to study in the US, let’s chat.
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LIN Xinyang

DO3EE @=EE:HE (Bsk:
Universita Cattolica del Sacro
Cuore(rZu7)

I'm APM-HEALS’ 4th year student

Lin Xinyan from China. Last year I went on
exchange to Universita Cattolica del Sacro
Cuore in Italy for one semester. Learning
Italian language, culture and art history
in international fashion city-Milan really
broadened my horizons. It was a great
experience of my life. If you're interested in
the student exchange program, make sure to
catch this chance at APU. As a SEA, [ will try
my best to support you.
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&Y ICHIKAWA Yuko
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University of Botswana(*r\‘/'jf) :
Dumelang, everyone I am Yuko Ichikawa
and I was studying in the University of
Botswana! Whoever is interested in Africa or
Exchange program, come over and talk to me.
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Chris Heui Gon Song
O3EE @=#:FEFE @BF
Schulich School of Busmess,
York University(17%)
Having spent the previous two
semesters in Toronto, I have learned a lot of
invaluable lessons academically and being
able to stand on my own feet even in times
of adversity. Had it not been for an overseas
exchange program, I would not have been
able to experience such a great time. If I were
given another chance to go on an exchange,
I would not miss it for anything. As a SEA, |
would like to be of help to students who feel
interested in the program so that they could
make the best use of this ‘once in a lifetime’
opportunity.

SALC Schedule

(2011 Fall semester)

IRFPR (10:35 ~ 12:10)
2nd period
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WEEFZHEA/ Learning Advisory Support, HEEAE—+ 2 J#& &/ English speaking support
B +E3% - Consultation on Study Abroad <‘

3 IRFRR (12:25 ~ 14:00)

3rd period ERAZAAEE

WEAE—FJ#E/ English speaking support. Z37HI/ English writing support
- Consultation on Study Abroad

4 visit (14:15 ~ 15:50)
4th period

BAREAEC—F T8/ Japanese speaking support
HWEIAF—+J#E/ English speaking support, B8

- Consultation on Study Abroad
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5 IR (16:05 ~ 17:40)
5th period

6 IFRR (17:55 ~ 19:30)
6th period

WEAF—F+ 5B/ English speaking support. E3ZAEI/ English writing support
BAZERAE—F > J#%&/ Japanese speaking support

7] Wi (19:45 ~ 21:30)
7th period

WEAE—F 2 J %/ English speaking support. Z3Z7HI/ English writing support
HASEAE—*+ > J#%&E/ Japanese speaking support

#727ELKIBEHOASREETOREELDE T,
Please note that the SALC will only be open until the 5th period on Wednesdays.
MEHERIIZ WO THHETH, PRELT. [ ElFE00OHEE JELTHHTEE T,

The SALC is a self-study room designed for students who want to independently extend or supplement their study of a language.
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