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Take Advantage of Conversation Support at SALC
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I came to understand many things through conversation with PAs.

E: Emi (Taiwan) I: Interviewer

I: Emi, tell me about yourself.

E:I transfered to APU from a university in Taiwan in my third year. I began
taking Japanese classes from the Upper Intermediate level, and I completed
the Advanced Course in the 2012 Spring semester.

I: You used SALC conversation support more than 10 times last semester.
Why did you choose to use SALC?

E:I started going to SALC when I was still taking my Upper Intermediate
classes. My Upper Intermediate teacher told us to set goals for our learning,
so my goal was to go to SALC once a week for conversation support. I was
living in AP House at the time, but I wasn't speaking much Japanese, so |
was naturally drawn to SALC.

I: What did you do in your conversation support sessions?

E:When I was in Upper Intermediate class, I had just arrived in Japan, so we
discussed a wide range of topics concerning life in Japan. Last semester, our
discussions focused on my class assignments. For example, if [ had to do a
debate in class, the PA and I would discuss my ideas for the debate.

I: Do you have any advice for other students who are studying Japanese?

E:You can generate better ideas when you think about things in a group, rather
than just by yourself. At SALC, you can not only practice conversation, you

can also hear your Japanese PA's opinions on things. I highly recommend it.
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I wanted to gain confidence in my skills and discuss
a wide range of topics with Japanese people
N: NAKANISHI Yuka (Singapore) I: Interviewer

I: Yuka, tell me about yourself. I see you have a Japanese name.

N: My father is Japanese, my mother is Singaporean, and I was raised
in Singapore. I couldn't speak any Japanese before coming to Japan.

I: You used SALC conversation support more than 10 times in the
2012 Spring semester. What did you talk about?

N: Most of the conversation topics dealt with the content of my
lectures. For example, I read and learned kanji about stress in my
Upper Intermediate class, so I practiced what I learned after class at
SALC.

I: Why did you choose to use SALC?

N: I felt like I didn't have many opportunities to speak Japanese. I used
to live in AP House where I spoke to my Japanese friends often, but
after | moved out, I had fewer opportunities to speak with Japanese
people. I have a part-time job, but I use English there. My friends at
APU all speak English, so I don't use Japanese.

I: Did you notice any changes after practicing conversation at SALC?

N: Yes, I gained confidence in my speaking ability. The more I got
to know my PA, the more I began looking forward to going there.
Actually, I used to be embarrassed to speak Japanese and did not
like going to SALC. Now, I am certain I will use SALC again next
semester.

I: Do you have any advice for other students who are studying
Japanese?

N: I remember being embarrassed to speak Japanese at first. If yo
don't think it will be easy to go to SALC alone, try going tQf
with your friends.

Japanese PAs
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I’'m Naoko Yoshimura, 3rd year APS student. I like
sleeping and eating. I like jelly so much that now my dream
is to dive into a bathtub filled with jelly. It’s been a year
and half since I started working in the SALC as a Japanese
PA and I had wonderful time talking with a lot of people.
I’'m looking forward to having a nice chat with you. Just
come here and let’s talk! Don’t hesitate to ask if you have
any questions.
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Hi. I am Kentaro Hirai. I was born in Fukuoka. My
favorite food is Ramen. I am a cheerful person and I spend
most time smiling. My hobbies are watching movies and
listening to songs. Currently, I am a sophomore student of
APS.
If you have any questions about your assignments or
essays, whatever it is, please feel free to come to me. I will
help you solve whatever you bring to me. I will be glad to

help you. You do not have to be afraid to come, I am always
waiting for you.
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SUSHI and OKONOMIYAKI for my host family.

I'm Aiko Yonehara, a third year student majoring in APM. I went
to Australia this summer. I like cooking, so I cooked INARI-

activity and I was surprised by their progress of language ability
in Japanese every time they came. We can talk about any topic
that you want to like comics, food, love, problem you have, culture
or social systems etc.

Why don’t you come and enjoy Japanese conversation together?!

I’ll be waiting for you at SALC.(*0")//
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SALC has not only books for JLPT but also Japanese recipe books.

Why don't you try cooking Japanese food? Also you can talk
about any topic that you want with the Japanese PAs! Let's talk in

Japanese. I'm waiting for you.
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I'm Mizuki TANIGAWA, a 2nd year student from Fukuoka. My
major are hospitality and tourism. My hobbies are traveling and
watching Korean drama. I love talking with people from different
countries. So, please tell me about your country or hobby. I would
like to do my best to support all of you. See you at the SALC!
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Hello everybody! My name is Aoi Sasaki, a third year student
from Sendai. I like traveling to islands or go to cafés. I am
interested in environmental issues and listening to minority
opinions. Why did you decide to study Japanese in APU? [ am
studying English because I like to talk with friends from all
around the world. Learning English is very difficult for me, so I
understand that learning another language is very hard. But if you
can speak Japanese, you will gain great pleasure from it. Let’s
study Japanese in an enjoyable way!!
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Hello, my name is Kie Abe who continues to be a Japanese PA

from last semester.
Last semester, | met many international students through PA
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ItHello, everyone! My name is Arisa YAKABE. [ am a 2nd year

student in APS. I am from Fukuoka. My hobbies are d#
music and watching movies. Especially, I love Tay,
Disney movies. I also like languages, so I am
studying Spanish now. I want to talk and
study with you. Please come to SALC and

let’s enjoy with us!




