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1)

The current project has a 2—year scope with the development of a pedagogy for inclusive
environmental citizenship education. The project draws upon several local community structures
adjacent to our university and centralizes three main pillars: (1) a pedagogy for higher education, (2)
environmental citizenship education and (3) diversity management and inclusivity. We focus on
identifying research overlaps and gaps, collecting data, and utilizing and/or developing appropriate
research tools to explore, map and delimit the area. We utilize an action research model, with
mixed—methods, and explorative research method. This approach aims to generate theory based on
forms of in—situ, observed and participatory education where data is generated through traditional—
and experience—based learning. Based on the findings, we will attempt to construct a preliminary
framework to underpin the development of an inclusive environmental citizenship education that is
relevant to our institution, and appropriate for international education within a Japanese context.
The result of our research April 2023 to end of March 2024 is as follow:

Testing the Designed research instrument

We have tested our designed a survey questionnaire as the research instrument consists of: (a)
learning needs & expectations surveys; (b) Environmental Citizenship Questionnaire (ECQ); (c) Cultural
Intelligence Questionnaire (CQFS); and (d) measures for inclusivity & diversity management. The
survey was approved by APU’ s Research Compliance/Ethics Review Research (approval number
2023-1).




2) Presenting in AP Conference 2023:
The title of our presentation as: “Developing an Inclusive Pedagogy for Environmental Citizenship
Education: Insights from research done within an undergraduate course at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University (APU).”
We presented the result of our conducted survey questionnaire to 1) assess the development of
Environmental Citizenship in students, 2) Understand impact of the course content on the
development of cultural intelligence (CQ), 3) survey the perceptions of inclusive practices and sense
of inclusion & belonging among students at APU.

3) Inviting guest speakers to APU courses:
In order to contribute to inclusive teaching and learning in APU classrooms, we invited guest speakers
from the APU Alumni, local goverment, industry, environmentalist and APU environmental student club
members, and world class educator and researcher in Education for Sustainability (EfS). The talks
provided an opportunity for students to learn from the best practises from the speakers. Furthermore,
it welcomed the guests to be a part of learning design (please see the figure 1 for the details of the
invited guest spkeakers) (Fig 1).
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Beppu City’s Nature Conservation &
Hot spring Power Generation System

With Speaker Director of Beppu City's Environmental Planning Office, Hideki Hori

Date:Fri. July 21st ,2023, 3rd period (12:30-14:10) Classroom F202, Zoom Meeting ID: 995 4193 1452

The lecture will be held in Japanese and English, and everyone is welcome to join.

Hot Springs (Onsens) for recreational purposes has been part of Beppu culture for centuries. In celebration of
Beppu’s 100 year anniversary in 2024, “Saving Natural Beppu” will be the focus of Beppu citizens. In keeping
with advances in practices that aim for a sustainable future, the co-utilization of hot springs as a potential
source of renewable power has come to the forefront. Mr Hideki Hori, the Director of Beppu City's
Environmental Planning Office will share with us the Beppu city office policies and vision on Nature
Conservation and the utilization of geothermal energy.

Email: fmahichi@apu.ac.jp
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The leaders of APU students’ organisation, Environmental Community
for Sustainability (ECOS) and Beppu Global Garden (BGG) will share
their collaborative projects with local community on promoting
sustainability and environmental protection.

Join us and let's be a part of the efforts for building
“An Inclusive Sustainable Community”.

3 th o . Feb 5th, 2023. Kids Event in BGG
Date: Fri. May 12",2023, 2™ period (10:35-12:15), APU F106 .
peakers:
Kurisu Isogai, ECOS Leader
The lecture will be held in English, and everyone is welcome to join. Sebastian Owen, ECOS Event Manager

Leila Mohammadi, BGG Leader
Facilitator: Professor Faezeh MAHICHI Email: fmahichi@apu.ac.jp Course: Industrial Ecology, Spring 2023
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Speaker: Ms. Akiko GOTO

Founder of Oita Organic Market

Date: Fri. November 3™, 2023, 3™ period (12:30-14:10), F Building room F107

“Food as medicine” was the starting point for Akiko Goto's interest in healthy food. Following the birth of her son in 2011, and due
to a concern with allergies, she started becoming interested in the role of organic food and a healthy body. Her son recovered
within half a year after consuming only organic products. During this time, she visited many organic farms, explored the availability
and use of organic products, and discovered that a need for organic produce was widespread. At the same time, she noticed that
many farms existed but that there was no venue available to display their produce. Goto san further observed that organic farmers
in Oita Prefecture produced quite unusual and unique organic food that would be popular among Japanese people. Her ideas for an
organic market came together and in December 2012, Qita organic market was born!

The lecture will be held in Japanese and English, and everyone is welcome to join.

Fadilitator: Professor Faezeh MAHICHI Email: fmahichi @apu.ac.jp

¥ The lecture will be held in Japanese and English. Everyone is welcome to join! TEEERIFAREERETIIONE T, ERETHIEBMW LD ET!

Dialogue with Chef Tashi miso & Mr Hirakawa (Owner of ENOWA)

From Organic F

Hulldmg room F104

The “Farm to Table” concept was first developed by Blue Hill restaurant
at Stone Bar in New York. Inspired by this concept, Chef Tashi joined
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the farm every morning, finding inspiration for his cuisine. He
continues to develop a seasonal menu as he believes the answer to all
matters of taste on the table can be found in the fields.
This event welcomes all APU students to join in the conversation with

Chef Tashi and Mr Hirakawa to explore the E
“Environmentally Friendlv Food System”, i i S CIL Supported by the Center for Inclusive Leadership (CIL), APU
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speaker: Prof Donald Huisingh
Institute for a Secure and Sustainable
Environment, The University of Tennessee, USA

Date: Fri. December 1%, 2023, 4"" period (14:20-16:00), F Building room F107, APU Campus

Professor Donald Huisingh, Editor-in-Chief Emeritus and founder of the Journal of Cleaner Production,
will conduct an interactive session on how to plan, prepare a logical flow of information, conduct
research, and write a thesis. Undergraduate and graduate students interested in conducting research
and writing a thesis are encouraged to join the talk.,

The lecture will be held in English, and everyone is welcome to join.

Facilitator: Professor Faezeh MAHICHI Email: fmahichi@apu.ac.jp

Figure 1. Inviting guest speakers to APU courses

4) Advising and working closely with the APU students, local community & Leadership development:
Members of the research team have been working with the APU student club, ECOS (Environmental
Community for Sustainability) and Beppu local community, KEPC (Kamegawa Environmental Protection
Club). We have participated in the cultural and environmental protection events conducted jointly by
KEPC and ECOS to observe the inclusivity amongst APU student bodies and local environmental
activists’ communities. We have consistently worked to develop capacity, to create and sustain
connections between local organizations and APU students and have invested time and energy into
student leadership development.

As part of the inclusive collaboration, we have planned and successfully executed a safe environmental
education of importance of protecting the natural ecosystem of Hiya Rive in Beppu and firefly watching

event for citizens (Fig 2.)
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Figure 2. Environmental Protection Event (Posters of the event & Volunteer Event Manage Team)




The event was featured in:
1) APU Website https://en.apu.ac.jp/home/news/article/?storyid=3448
2) TBS https://newsdig.tbs.co.jp/articles/obs/532143?display=1&mwplay=1
3) CTB (https://community.ctb.ne.jp/natural/beppu/detail /7399
4) NHK WORLD-JAPAN RADIO[ Living in Japan program |
(https://www3. nhk. or. jp/nhkworld/en/shows/audio/livinginjapan—20230604-1/)
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[Guests: Oscar Brekell(Left) & Faezeh MAHICHI{Right)]

Figure 3. Environmental Protection
Event Featured in NHK _

- - roriy P -
WORLD-JAPAN RADIO Volunteer firefly watching stafs (local community members, APU students and faculties) / A
firefly in the Hiya River, photographed by APU student Phonlawan Phonlawat Oak

6) Sharing the outcomes of our research and projects with the public
In the coming year, we will continue to collect data through the established research plan. In addition, we
will continue with data analysis and the writing—up of research findings achieved thus far, with a view to
publication of at least two academic articles. Some of our members (at least two) will likely also
participate in training for Systems Thinking to enable the team to design a more comprehensive
pedagogical framework for sustainability.
We are planning to disseminate the research achievements to academic society and public through the
using the following methods:

e CIL Conferences AY2024

e Publications AY2024-25: 2 articles

e Sharing the outcomes of our research and grassroots community—based projects on the OrganiCal

website (https://organical.squarespace.com/research—projects).
e Public workshops in collaboration with local community organizations
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