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2-1. Outline of the Doctoral Degree Program

Degree Program

The degree offered in the Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies Doctoral Program is as follows:

Degree type Major Degree awarded on completion
Ph.D. Asia Pacific Studies (APS) Doctor of Philosophy in Asia Pacific Studies

Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies, Doctoral Program - Structure and Outline

1) Policy for Curriculum Structure

The Program offers common coursework on theories and perspectives of Asia Pacific Studies, upon which students receive research
supervision based on their individual research topics in seminars. Students also write research papers and take coursework on presentations.
2) Policy for Curriculum Implementation

After completing their coursework and seminars, students must pass the doctoral candidacy process (which requires the completion of at
least 24 credits and the submission of two research papers for screening) before submitting their doctoral dissertation. Degrees are awarded

to those candidates who pass the dissertation screening.

Conferral of Degrees
The GSA Faculty Council will review the results of each student’s Doctoral Dissertation screening. The reviewed results will be presented to
the Higher Degrees Committee for approval. Following approval by the Higher Degrees Committee, the president will confer the Doctoral

Degrees to successful candidates.

Rescindment of Degrees
If it is found that a graduate has obtained their degree through improper means, or if the recipient does anything to damage the University’s

reputation, the President may decide to rescind (cancel) a degree previously granted.
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2-2. Course Requirements and Credit Registration Limits

Basic Requirements for Completion

Students will be qualified for the degree upon completion of the following requirements:

1. Period of Enrollment: In principle, a student must be enrolled as a regular, full-time student in the Doctoral Program for 3 years. However,

the degree may also be granted to outstanding students who have completed credit requirements in less than 3 years. In this case, the

minimum period of full-time enrollment is 2 years. The period of enrollment (2 or 3 years) must be decided upon entry to the Doctoral

Program.

2. Credit Requirements: Students must obtain 30 credits to complete the program.

3. Doctoral Dissertation: Doctoral students must complete a Doctoral Dissertation presenting the findings and conclusions of their

individual research. The Doctoral Dissertation may be submitted once candidacy is achieved. The Doctoral Dissertation will be approved

in accordance with the University’s screening procedures. For further details of the screening procedures, see Section “2-5. Doctoral

Dissertations”.

List of GSAD Subjects and Credits

Subject Category Subjects No. of Credits Notes
Perspectives on Asia Pacific Studies* 2 credits
Lecture Subjects
Theories for Asia Pacific Studies* 2 credits
Advanced Research on Asia Pacific Studies I* 2 credits
Advanced Research on Asia Pacific Studies II* 2 credits
Advanced Research on Asia Pacific Studies III* 2 credits
Seminar Subjects
Advanced Research on Asia Pacific Studies IV* 2 credits
Advanced Research on Asia Pacific Studies V 2 credits
Advanced Research on Asia Pacific Studies VI 2 credits Conducted by students' individual supervisors
Presentations Research Presentation* 2 credits
Research Paper I* 4 credits
Research Papers
Research Paper II* 4 credits
Tutorial I* 2 credits
Tutorials
Tutorial Il 2 credits
Total: 30 credits

*required for Candidacy (24 credits in total)

Credit Limits

Doctoral students cannot register for more than the maximum credit limit each semester. Credit limits are as follows:

Standard 3-year Completion 2-year Completion
Credit Limit Credit Limit
1st Semester 6 14
2nd Semester 10 14
3rd Semester 6 6
4th Semester 10 4
5th Semester 6 —
6th Semester 4 —
—98—
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2-3. GSAD Subject Registration

All students must register for subjects following the schedules below in accordance with their semester of enrollment. Seminars (subjects
conducted by students’ supervisors) are designed to assist students in their individual research leading to the production and completion of
a dissertation. These subjects also help students strengthen their research, and writing and presentation skills. Students will meet with their

supervisor on an individual or small group basis and all meetings are scheduled individually between supervisors and students.

Spring Entry Registration Schedule

Standard 3-year Completion Semester 2-year Completion
(Perspectives Ad (Perspectives
! ) vanced 1st j . Advanced ' Research
on Asia Pacific - - on Asia Pacific Presentation
Studies) Research | Semester Studies) Research 1&l1 Paper |
(Theories for Ad d R h ond (Theories for Advanced R h
Asia Pacific vance esearc - § Asia Pacific Research Tutorial | esearc
Studies) Research II Paper | Semester Studies) sy Paper Il
_ . _ . _ Students have completed 24 credits and now eligible to apply for
candidacy.
Advanced . Advanced .
- Research Ili Presentation - 3rd Semester - Research V Tutorial Il _
Advanced ) Research Advanced
- Research IV Tutorial | Paper Il 4th Semester - Research VI - -
Students have completed 24 credits and are now eligible to _
apply for candidacy.
Advanced )
- Research V Tutorial Il - 5th Semester
Advanced
- Research VI - - 6th Semester

Fall Entry Registration Schedule

Standard 3-year Completion Semester 2-year Completion
(Theories for Ad (Theories for A R h
Asia Pacific vanced - - st Asia Pacific dvanced Presentation oseard
Studies) Research | Semester Studies) Research 1&l Paper |
(Perspectives (Perspectives Advanced
on Asia Pacific Q:s\?anrgﬁdll Rs:e:ﬁh - s erﬁr:adst - on Asia Pacific Research Tutorial | ?;e:rrfr
Studies) P Studies) &IV P
_ . _ . _ Students have completed 24 credits and now eligible to apply for
candidacy.
Advanced ) Advanced .
- Research Il Presentation _ 3rd Semester - Research V Tutorial Il -
Advanced ) Research Advanced
- Research IV Tutorial | Paper Il 4ih Semestor - Research VI - -
Students have completed 24 credits and are now eligible to _
apply for candidacy.
Advanced )
- Research V Tutorial Il - 5th Semester
Advanced
- Research VI - - 6th Semester

Subjects in () indicate lecture subjects.
Note: “Advanced Research” is the shortened title of the subject “Advanced Research on Asia Pacific Studies”.
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2-4. Doctoral Candidacy (Registration for the Award of a Doctoral Degree)

At APU, Doctoral Candidacy is defined as a condition for students to be eligible to submit their dissertation for screening, by showing their
capacity and vigor in conducting their research independently. To become a doctoral ‘candidate’, a student must apply to the Dissertation
Committee by submitting two research papers. Once a candidacy is achieved, the student is registered as a candidate for the award of

Doctoral degree and is eligible to submit their dissertation for screening, having the other completion requirements fulfilled.

Candidacy Submission Requirements
The requirements for applying for Doctoral Candidacy are as follows.
e Acquisition of 24 credits
e Two (2) research papers written individually while enrolled in the Doctoral Program.
o Submission of the designated application form
N.B. Applicants will be asked, upon the request by the Dissertation Committee in the process of screening, to submit other works to

supplement their deliberations.

Students enrolled in the 3-year standard completion program are expected to complete the credits required for candidacy application by the

end of their 4th semester while those enrolled in the 2-year accelerated completion program — by the end of their 2nd semester. See the “List

of GSAD Subjects and Credits” for details.

Acceptable types of research papers may include (but are not limited to):

o Published journal articles

e Conference papers

e Draft chapters of the Doctoral Dissertation which should include the literature review chapter and a revised plan with appropriate
methodology

e Papers written as part of the classes Research Paper I and 11

Students are encouraged to submit published or conference papers to show that they have the potential to advance in their field.

Candidacy Screening Schedule

Spring Semester Fall Semester
Submission By July 5 By January 10
Notification of Result By August 10 By February 10

Note 1: The screening period may be expended upon decision by the Dissertation Committee.
Note 2: If the deadline falls on a weekend or a holiday, or a day when the office is closed, the deadline will move to the immediately preceding

working day.

Candidacy Screening Process

Candidacy applications will be screened by the Dissertation Committee and students will be notified of the screening result.

Students who pass Doctoral Candidacy screening may continue working toward the completion of their dissertation and are eligible to

submit their dissertation once it is ready and approved by their supervisor.

Students who fail screening should revise and resubmit their papers in accordance with the Dissertation Committee’s recommendations.

Students should bear in mind that they cannot submit their dissertations until they have successfully achieved candidacy.
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2-5. Doctoral Dissertations (Application for Conferral of the Doctoral Degree)

Doctoral dissertations are the final piece of work required to complete the Doctoral Program.

Features of Doctoral Dissertations

1. Dissertations should be the result of original investigation and / or should embody a critical appraisal or analysis of a primary or secondary
source.
2. Dissertations should be deemed a contribution to a body of knowledge and be worthy of publication.

Dissertation Format
Information regarding dissertation format may be found on the Graduate School website. Please also see Clause 6 of the “Procedures for the
Conferral of Doctoral Degree in the Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies”.

Submission of Doctoral Dissertations
Submission Requirements
Doctoral candidates may apply for Doctoral Dissertation screening after they have obtained candidacy and prepared the required documents.

Required Documents (all forms are available on the Graduate School website)

e | soft copy of the completed dissertation

e | soft copy of an abstract of the dissertation

e | soft copy of the Dissertation Register

® | soft copy of the Curriculum Vitae (candidates may submit their CV in their format of choice)

e | hard or soft copy of the “Doctoral Dissertation Screening Application and Certificate of Authority” (signed by both the candidate and
their supervisor)

e | hard or soft copy of the “Declaration Form Regarding Making My Doctoral Dissertation Available Online” (signed by both the candidate
and supervisor)

Doctoral Dissertation Submission Deadlines
The screening of dissertations usually takes at least 6 months. Candidates who are expected to complete their final 30 credits in that semester
may submit their dissertations for screening by the following deadlines:
e First Friday after the beginning of classes in April (for screening during the Spring Semester).
o First Friday after the beginning of classes in October (for screening during the Fall Semester).

The Handling of Dissertations after Program Completion
Once candidates have successfully completed their oral defense they will be asked to submit the final version of their dissertation to the
Academic Office for preservation. A hard copy of the dissertation will be printed and stored in the APU library. The soft copy will be
uploaded to the APU Library / R-Cube and the National Diet Library in accordance with the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT) requirements that all doctoral dissertations to be made publicly available online.

Candidates are asked to submit a consent form confirming that they agree to make their dissertation available via the APU Library / R-Cube
and the National Diet Library of Japan. If the candidate does not agree to immediate uploading, they can request a deferral of the date of
making the dissertation publicly available online for up to 5 years (see the application form).

Points to be aware of:

1) Candidates retain the copyrights of their dissertation even after they are made publicly available online.

2) If the copyright of the candidate’s work is held by a third party (e.g. a publisher or academic society) the candidate must obtain permission
to upload the dissertation by the copyright holder.

3) If information from interviews or surveys is included in the dissertation, candidates should make sure they handle all personal information
appropriately and gain informed consent in writing regarding information used.

Note: For more information on research ethics and correct research practices please refer to the information in Section “4-3 Research and Writing”.

Procedures for the Conferral of Doctoral Degree in the Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies
All students should carefully read the procedures related to the Conferral of Doctoral Degree in Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies
outlining the examination standards, requirements and procedures in details (p. 35-45). This information is summarized in the flow chart on
the following page.
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Examination Flow for the GSAD Dissertations
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2-6. Other Important Information for GSAD Students

Plan for Research Supervision
The Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies requires that the supervisor prepares a yearly plan for research supervision, presents it to the
student in advance and conducts research supervision in accordance with this yearly plan. The Plan for Research Supervision takes into
account the content of the student's individual research.
The Plan for Research Supervision is prepared to provide students with guidance that leads to the successful completion of their research
output and ensures the quality of research.
It serves as a benchmark for students to plan and progress with their research in the subsequent year. It also serves as a document for the
supervisor to monitor the progress of the student's plans and research.

The Plan for Research Supervision is prepared for every year of enrollment at the beginning of the 1st, 3rd and 5th semesters.

Note 1: Students who have changed supervisors: the new supervisor will prepare and present a yearly Plan for Research Supervision. The
period of research supervision in the Plan will depend on the time left until graduation.

Note 2: A Plan for Research Supervision will be prepared for students who extend their graduate program, and reinstated / readmitted
students. The period of research supervision indicated in the Plan for Research Supervision will depend on the extension period for

students who are extending their programs and on the period until graduation for reinstated/readmitted students.

Graduate Research in Progress Seminars (GRiPS)
The Graduate School Research in Progress Seminars are held to provide doctoral students an opportunity to gain presentation experience,
receive constructive feedback on their research, and learn from their peers.
These seminars are not only beneficial to those currently working on their doctoral research, but also to those who wish to know more about
the program and the research involved and for Master’s students to learn from senior students. When presenting doctoral students discuss
the progress of their research and respond to questions and comments from the audience. Attendance at all presentations is mandatory for all
first year doctoral students.
Students should give two presentations as follows.
1. The first by the end of their 3rd semester

2. The second before applying for candidacy

Please refer to the Graduate School website for details about presentation structure, schedule, list of presenters, etc.

Options for Students Unable to Complete the Program within 3 Years
As the standard Doctoral Program length at APU is 3 years (6 semesters), students entering their 7th semester or above need to consider
whether to extend their enrollment in the Doctoral Program, to take a Leave of Absence, or to withdraw from the University. Enrollment

options for students in their 6th semester and beyond are explained in more detail below.

Extension of Period of Enrollment

Students wishing to stay enrolled in the Doctoral Program must submit an application for extension to the Academic Office each semester
they wish to continue their enrollment after their 6th semester. Students should carefully consult with their supervisors before submitting the
application. Once an application is received, it shall be reviewed by the GSA Faculty Council for approval.

Students wishing to stay enrolled in the Doctoral Program should apply to the Academic Office.
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Documents to Submit:

1. Application for Extension of Period of Enrollment to Complete Doctoral Dissertation (please include an abstract / overview of your

research and a list of your past research achievements).

2. Doctoral Dissertation Composition Schedule (please ask your supervisor to add their signature and a comment).

Submission Deadlines

o The last working day on or before January 10 (for extension in the Spring Semester)
® The last working day on or before July 10 (for extension in the Fall Semester).
Please note that student’s enrollment must be valid at the following times:

1. when applying for candidacy

2. during the screening of the candidacy application

3. when submitting their Doctoral Dissertation
4

. during the screening of the Doctoral Dissertation

Withdrawal or Leave of Absence

Students who need more time before they are ready to submit their dissertation for screening may consider withdrawing from the program or

taking a Leave of Absence. The period of withdrawal is counted towards the 6 year maximum enrollment period, while the Leave of Absence

period is NOT as shown in the example below. Students nearing the end of their eligibility period or wishing to be re-admitted or reinstated

are strongly encouraged to discuss possible alternatives with their supervisors, the Student Office and the Academic Office.

Example: Enroliment Options

. All Program Requirements Must
Enroliment Options o Ean e e
2021 j> ) > 2026
Spring Semester Withdrawal for 1 year - Fall Semester
2021 $ . 2027
Spring Semester Leave of Absence for 1 year E> Fall Semester

*Maximum Leave of Absence period is four consecutive semesters (2 years).

Notes regarding Withdrawal and Leave of Absence:

1. Students must be reinstated into the Graduate School before applying for candidacy and submitting their dissertation and must be enrolled

in the Graduate School during the screening process.

2. International student visas shall no longer be valid upon Withdraw or Leave of Absence from APU. International students who choose

this option must leave Japan. Students should bear this in mind when deciding whether to extend or withdraw from the program.

3. If a student withdraws from APU for a certain period, his / her enrollment status after re-admission as shown on Campusmate etc. will

not match with the number of semesters left for program completion.

4. Procedures for Withdrawal and Leave of Absence are carried out at the Student Office.

%  Students should consult with their supervisor and the Academic / Student Offices for any questions or concerns regarding the Extension /

Withdrawal / Leave of Absence options.
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1. Definition of a Doctoral Degree at APU
The Doctoral Degree is a research degree incorporating original research on a topic of the candidate’s choice,
and is conferred on those who satisfy the requirements for the Doctoral program in the Graduate School of Asia
Pacific Studies.
*A doctoral candidate is one who has acquired the prescribed number of credits (24 credits), submitted 2

Research Papers and passed the doctoral candidacy screening.

2. Key Requirements for a Doctoral Degree
2-1. A distinct contribution to a body of knowledge through an original investigation or testing of ideas, worthy
at least in part of publication.
2-2. Competence in research processes (techniques and reporting).
2-3. Mastery of a body of knowledge, including previous works, and keen understanding of their relationship to
wider fields.

3. The Dissertation Committee
3-1. The Dissertation Committee within GSA administers the procedures for doctoral dissertations including
approval of the theme, examination, and evaluation.
3-2. The Dissertation Committee consists of a chair person and two members who appointed by the GSA
Faculty Council based on the recommendations of the Dean. The term of appointment is one (1) year and

members can be reappointed.

4. Supervision

4-1. Students should clarify their topic for research and receive supervision from a faculty member from the
same field. A research plan must be provided upon enrollment in the GSA doctoral course. Based on this
plan, a supervisor is assigned by the Dean after discussion with the concerned faculty members who have the
appropriate expertise. The supervisor is officially assigned upon successful enrollment. If a student wishes to
be supervised by someone other than the supervisor assigned by the Dean, he/she must apply for a change of
supervisor to the Dissertation Committee no later than the end of the semester of enrollment. The change may
be approved by the Dissertation Committee upon consultation with concerned parties and formal endorsement
by the Dean.

4-2. Once the principal supervisor is officially designated, the student shall begin research leading to the

doctoral degree under his/her supervision.

5. Registration for the Award of a Doctoral Degree (Doctoral Candidacy)

To be registered for the award of a Doctoral degree, the student shall submit an application (including two research
papers, one of which is a revised plan of the doctoral research with appropriate methodology) to the Dissertation
Committee 3 months before the intended acquisition of the doctoral candidacy (a total of 9 months before scheduled

program completion).

6. Writing the Doctoral Dissertation
6-1. There is no prescribed length for a dissertation, as this will vary with the research topic and the form of
presentation. However, it is generally recognized that such a dissertation is a major piece of original work and
its length will normally be between 60,000 and 80,000 words in English or 120,000 and 160,000 characters in

Japanese, excluding tables, charts, bibliographies, and appendices.
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6-2. As arule, the doctoral dissertation should be presented in English and should include a summary in English.

6-3. Under certain circumstances, a candidate may be allowed to present his or her dissertation in Japanese. This
may be allowed if the primary data and the existing literature are mainly in Japanese, and if these are accepted
and approved by the Dean and the Dissertation Committee. In such cases, an extended summary (about ten
percent the length of the Japanese manuscript) must be provided in English.

6-4. The format of the dissertation should follow the guidelines noted separately from this document.

7. Application for Conferral of the Doctoral Degree

7-1. All candidates must apply for the conferral of the Doctoral degree using the appropriate application form,
accompanied by the appropriate screening fee. Three copies of the doctoral dissertation must be submitted
within three months after application. In addition to that, electronic copies may be required to facilitate the
screening and assessment of the doctoral dissertation.

7-2. In principle, the doctoral dissertation shall be submitted 6 months before the scheduled program completion
date. The degree may be formally conferred during either of the two graduation ceremonies (Spring or Fall)
every year.

7-3. The Dissertation Committee will screen the format, etc. of the doctoral dissertation and decide whether to

endorse it for screening. Candidates will be informed of the decision of the Dissertation Committee.

8. Evaluation of the Dissertation
(Examination Structure)

8-1. Doctoral dissertation screening and examination must be completed within 1 year of the date the application
for the Conferral of Doctoral Degree was accepted. However, under certain circumstances, screening may
be extended upon approval of the Dissertation Committee and GSA Faculty Council.

8-2. Upon endorsement of the application, a Screening Committee shall be formed. In principle, the Screening
Committee shall consist of the principal supervisor, one internal and one external examiner.

8-2-1. As a rule, faculty appointed as an internal examiner (other than the main supervisor) should hold
doctoral-level supervising qualification status (D+). However, if deemed necessary based on the
content of the dissertation, faculty who do not fit this profile (those with only assistant-supervisor (D)
status, Associate Professors, etc.) may be appointed. In this case, the Dissertation Committee shall
review the proposed faculty’s CV and research accomplishments, and decide on the appropriateness of
the selection accordingly.

8-2-2. If it is deemed necessary by the Dissertation Committee the number of examiners may be increased.

8-2-3. The examiners will be appointed by the Dissertation Committee.

(Examination Criteria)

8-3. Doctoral dissertation should achieve or exceed the quality of doctoral research of peers working in the
same field at the doctoral level. The research project is assessed based on the following criteria, among
others.

8-3-1. Originality:
The dissertation provides original and important knowledge for academics, practitioners, or society.
8-3-2. Research Question/Topic:
The research question/topic is appropriate and is defined within the current paradigm and context of
disciplinary academic literature.

8-3-3. Literature Review:

—37- To Table of Contents



The literature referenced in the dissertation is both extensive and deep encompassing a broad range of
sources and context to fully cover the necessary academic and other material to define and defend the
research project’s originality and significance.

8-3-4. Methodology:
The dissertation is grounded in appropriate theory and uses appropriate methodologies to determine
results.

8-3-5. Structure:
The structure of the dissertation allows for clear and logical communication of information to the
audience.

8-3-6. Analysis:
The dissertation provides sufficient data and reasons that lead to the findings and conclusions.

8-3-7. Implication:
The thesis has implications for academics, practitioners or society.

8-3-8. Writing:
The text is clear and concise without unnecessary repetition and is written in the format of an argument
with substantial evidence and claims. The writing adheres to standard research practices of citations
and works cited without instance of plagiarism.

8-3-9. Publication:
At least one part of the thesis has the potential to be published in a reputable academic journal in the
relevant field.

(Examination Process)

8-4. Each examiner shall make a separate report to the Dissertation Committee with one of the following

recommendations:

a) Pass (The dissertation is accepted as satisfactory);

b) Minor Rewrite (Subject to specified minor revisions and corrections, the dissertation is accepted as
satisfactory);

¢) Major Rewrite (One or more sections of the dissertation is to be rewritten prior to the re-submission of
the dissertation for re-examination);

d) Fail (The dissertation is rejected).

8-5. The candidate shall receive copies of examiners’ reports.

8-6. In the event that the screening result is “Pass” or “Minor Rewrite”, an oral examination on the student’s
knowledge of the contents of the dissertation and the connected field shall be held.

8-7.In case of conflicting examiners’ evaluation, that is, if contradictory revisions are recommended, the
Dissertation Committee will resolve the conflict. The Dissertation Committee’s comments will be
forwarded to the examiners.

8-8. When a candidate is required by the Dissertation Committee to revise his/her dissertation, the supervisor
will coordinate the process, unless the Dean and/or the Chair of the Dissertation Committee requires
another person(s) to assist in the coordination of the revision.

8-9. If a candidate is required to undertake a Major rewrite, the examiners will be invited to re-examine the
dissertation upon re-submission by the candidate. In case of a Minor rewrite, the Dissertation Committee
will examine if the recommended changes have been made.

8-10. If an examiner chooses not to re-examine, the decision of the remaining examiners will hold. If all the
examiners refuse to re-examine the re-submission, a new set of examiners shall be appointed by the

Dissertation Committee.
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8-11. The Dissertation Committee shall make a final decision on the revised dissertation on the basis of the

examiners’ recommendations from the re-examination of the dissertation after minor or major revisions.
8-12. The administration of fail results shall be the responsibility of the Dissertation Committee and the Dean.
8-13. Appeal Procedures:

8-13-1. If the final decision of the Dissertation Committee is “Fail”, but one of the three examiners judged it
“Pass”, an appeal may be allowed by the Dissertation Committee.

8-13-2. If a candidate wishes to appeal a decision, notice of an intention to appeal shall be forwarded in
writing to the Dissertation Committee within one month of the date of the written notification of the
result. If a written defense is pursued, a detailed written case must be provided to the Dissertation
Committee within three months of the date of written notification of the result. If an oral defense is
pursued, the details of the case must be presented verbally to the Dissertation Committee within 4
weeks of the submission of the notice of an intention to appeal.

8-13-3. In the event of an appeal, an Appeals Committee consisting of the Dean, one member of the
Dissertation Committee and another faculty member who has expertise in the area of the candidate’s
dissertation, but who has neither examined, nor supervised the conduct of dissertation shall be
established to decide the merits of the case.

8-14. The final result of the Dissertation Committee shall be approved by the GSA Faculty Council. Furthermore,
the approved result shall be deliberated by the Higher Degrees Committee and finally decided upon by the

President.

9. Cancellation/Disqualification from the Conferral of Degree

9-1.If the candidate is found to have gained the degree through improper means or to have done anything
to damage the University’s reputation, the President may, after thorough screening by the GSA Faculty
Council and the Higher Degrees Committee, rescind that Degree.

9-2. At the APU Graduate School, doctoral students are required to observe the highest standard of integrity
in research. Copying, translating, or close paraphrasing of another person’s work constitutes plagiarism
and is deemed a serious offense, equated with cheating in examinations. The fabrication or falsification of
data and use of another person’s ideas without proper acknowledgement are examples of other forms of
unethical research conduct.

9-3. A dissertation involving plagiarism, fabrication or falsification of data will be failed outright.

10. Archiving Dissertations and Making Dissertations Publicly Available Online

10-1. Candidates to who conferral of a doctoral degree is confirmed are required to submit a soft copy of the
doctoral dissertation upon which the degree is being conferred and an abstract of said dissertation by the
date of completion of the Doctoral Program. The abstract outlining the content of the dissertation and a
summary of the doctoral dissertation screening results shall be made publicly available online within three
months of the conferral of the Doctoral degree.

10-2. The doctoral dissertation in its entirety will be permanently bound and archived at the APU Library. A
soft copy of the doctoral dissertation shall be uploaded to the university online repository within one year
of conferral of the doctoral degree and made publicly available for viewing online via the National Diet
Library.

10-3. In the case that any of the reasons stipulated below disallow the doctoral dissertation from being made
publicly available online for more than a year from the date of the conferral of the Doctoral degree, it will

be possible to submit a concise summary of the content in place of the entire dissertation upon the approval
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of the Dissertation Committee and GSA Faculty Council. However, in the case that the reasons stipulated

below cease to apply, the entire dissertation shall be made publicly available online.

a) The doctoral dissertation cannot be made publicly available online for more than a year from the date of
degree conferral due to copyright or the protection of personal information.

b) The doctoral dissertation cannot be made publicly available for more than a year from the date of degree
conferral because it would clearly be disadvantageous to the graduate as he/she is planning to publish his/
her dissertation or part of which, and making it publicly available online may infringe Academic Journal
publication rules against multiple publications, or due to applications for patents pending approval. If the
application is approved the graduate may be granted an exemption from his/her dissertation being made
publicly available online for a period of up to 5 years from the date of degree deferral. After which time,
if there are no other circumstances impeding the dissertation being made publicly available online then
the dissertation will be automatically made publicly available online.

¢) Making the doctoral dissertation publicly available online for more than a year from the date of degree
conferral would clearly be disadvantageous to graduates who have published his/her dissertation or part
of which, and making it publicly available online infringes Academic Journal publication rules against
multiple publications or due to patents.

d) The doctoral dissertation cannot be made publicly available online because it includes material that is in
a three-dimensional format.

10-4. In line with the regulations stipulated in articles 10-2 and 10-3, candidates must confirm (using the
prescribed form) to the Dissertation Committee upon application for conferral of the doctoral degree that
there are no problems with regards to copyright, patents, confidential information or personal information
which impedes making the dissertation public. Supervisors (or other faculty involved in the degree
applicant’s instruction) shall coordinate and assist during the process of confirmation.

10-5. The examiners will confirm in writing whether it is appropriate for the entire dissertation to be made
publicly available online. The Dissertation Committee and GSA Faculty Council will deliberate on the
documents submitted by the candidate and examiners regarding the doctoral dissertation being made

publicly available online and determine the process to be followed for each dissertation.
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