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2-6. Other Important Information for GSAD Students

Plan for Research Supervision
The Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies requires that the supervisor prepares a yearly plan for research supervision, presents it to the 

student in advance and conducts research supervision in accordance with this yearly plan. The Plan for Research Supervision takes into 

account the content of the student's individual research.

The Plan for Research Supervision is prepared to provide students with guidance that leads to the successful completion of their research 

output and ensures the quality of research. 

It serves as a benchmark for students to plan and progress with their research in the subsequent year. It also serves as a document for the 

supervisor to monitor the progress of the student's plans and research.

The Plan for Research Supervision is prepared for every year of enrollment at the beginning of the 1st , 3rd and 5th semesters.

Note 1:  Students who have changed supervisors: the new supervisor will prepare and present a yearly Plan for Research Supervision. The 

period of research supervision in the Plan will depend on the time left until graduation.

Note 2:  A Plan for Research Supervision will be prepared for students who extend their graduate program, and reinstated / readmitted 

students. The period of research supervision indicated in the Plan for Research Supervision will depend on the extension period for 

students who are extending their programs and on the period until graduation for reinstated/readmitted students. 

Graduate Research in Progress Seminars (GRiPS)
The Graduate School Research in Progress Seminars are held to provide doctoral students an opportunity to gain presentation experience, 

receive constructive feedback on their research, and learn from their peers.

These seminars are not only beneficial to those currently working on their doctoral research, but also to those who wish to know more about 

the program and the research involved and for Master’s students to learn from senior students. When presenting doctoral students discuss 

the progress of their research and respond to questions and comments from the audience. Attendance at all presentations is mandatory for all 

first year doctoral students.

Students should give two presentations as follows. 

1. The first by the end of their 3rd semester

2. The second before applying for candidacy

Please refer to the Graduate School website for details about presentation structure, schedule, list of presenters, etc. 

Options for Students Unable to Complete the Program within 3 Years
As the standard Doctoral Program length at APU is 3 years (6 semesters), students entering their 7th semester or above need to consider 

whether to extend their enrollment in the Doctoral Program, to take a Leave of Absence, or to withdraw from the University. Enrollment 

options for students in their 6th semester and beyond are explained in more detail below.

Extension of Period of Enrollment 
Students wishing to stay enrolled in the Doctoral Program must submit an application for extension to the Academic Office each semester 

they wish to continue their enrollment after their 6th semester. Students should carefully consult with their supervisors before submitting the 

application. Once an application is received, it shall be reviewed by the GSA Faculty Council for approval. 

Students wishing to stay enrolled in the Doctoral Program should apply to the Academic Office.
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Examination Flow for the GSAD Dissertations

Application for Doctoral Candidacy
 requires completion of 24 credits and submission of two research 
papers (one of which is a revised research plan with appropriate 

methodology). 

Research Plan submitted upon enrollment. 
Supervisor appointed.

Award of
Doctoral Candidacy

Formation of a Screening Committee 

Submission of the Doctoral Dissertation
 (Application for Conferral of Doctoral Degree)

Decision made by the Dissertation Committee as to 
whether to accept the dissertation. 

Pass Minor Rewrite

Rewrite and
Re-submission

Major Rewrite

Re-examination 

Rewrite and
Re-submission

Oral Examination

Pass Fail

Pass

Appeal Process
Under certain 

conditions, an appeal 
may be made. 

Conferral of Doctoral
Degree

A minimum of 6 
months are required 

for the total screening 
process

If Doctoral Candidacy is not awarded, students can reapply 
after revising the submitted documents in accordance with the 

Dissertation Committee’s recommendations. 

Report to MEXT and register to the National Diet Library online database.
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