
June 21, 2021 

To all our students, 

Vice President Hiroshi Yoneyama (acting President)  

 

 Vice President’s Urgent Request for Caution to Prevent the Spread of COVID-19 Infection 

 

On Saturday, June 19, Oita Prefecture announced that five people were newly infected with the COVID-19. All of 

them were APU students. All of them were karaoke participants. Some of them had earlier participated in a potluck 

party with a large group of people, including some from outside the prefecture. I am very disappointed that the 

students got infected due to their own irresponsible behavior and caused anxiety and worry in other students and 

the local people. I also sincerely wish for the recovery of the infected students who are undergoing treatment. 

 

The university has repeatedly urged students to refrain from dangerous behavior, such as: "Gatherings of multiple 

people that include eating and drinking are completely forbidden!" (April 19) and "Cancel or postpone any 

scheduled parties, dinners, karaoke, or other social gatherings” (June 8). The government, the Ministry of 

Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, and Oita Prefecture asked us to provide thorough guidance to 

students to prevent them from engaging in risky behavior. 

 

COVID-19’s new variant (known as the UK or Alpha variant) is more infectious and young people are more likely 

than before to get infected and develop serious symptoms. The students who were infected this time had the UK 

variant. The Delta variant, which is even more contagious, has started to spread overseas and in major 

metropolitan areas in Japan, causing concern. I ask you to continue to be cautious. 

 

APU believes that students are independent, ethical individuals who can make educated decisions about what to 

do and who can imagine the consequences of their actions. Establishing independence and ethics is an important 

goal of a university education; therefore, we do not impose any formal rules or penalties as a measure against 

COVID-19. We expect you to act sensibly. 

 

Since the spring semester of 2021, there have been very few cases at APU that are known to the university. I 

respect the fact that many students are taking prudent action. We, the faculty and staff, will continue to work with 

you to devise ways to resume your studies and student life on campus. 

 

APU was established with the generous support of Beppu City and Oita Prefecture. The local people continue to 

support APU, and that is why they have such high expectations for APU students. Students should have a strong 

sense of responsibility and awareness of the fact that they are living in the midst of the support of the local people 

and that they are always in the spotlight. 

 

Preparations for the on-site vaccination are underway at APU. As soon as details are finalized, we will inform you 

of schedule and procedures. We will do our best to ensure that as many people as possible are vaccinated and that 

the campus is safe and vibrant again. With our efforts, let's get through this disaster and bring back global learning 

at APU! 


