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Outline of survey 
Purpose of the survey 
The annual survey is conducted every year for new APU students with the following three objectives. 
・This study aims to understand the current situation of new students, such as their behavior prior to entering a APU, 
their motivations for entering, and their expectations.
・To listen to the students' plans from the time they are enrolled to the time they graduate, and to provide 
appropriate support to the students.
・To measure the items listed as SGU performance indicators including international experiences, cross-cultural 
friendship  and other relevant factors.
In addition, for students enrolled in the 2022 academic year, based on APU Rubric, the aim is to listen to their self-
awareness of competencies at the time of enrollment, and to visualize how they feel as they grow.

Subject of the survey 
1568 new undergraduate students enrolled in AY2023 (in April,2023 and September,2023) 

Survey method 
Online survey via the internet  (including names) 
During the orientation period for new students, we explained about the questionnaire and encouraged them to 
answer it. 

Survey Period 
April Enrollment (April 1 to mid-May,2023) 
Enrollment in September (mid-September to end-October,2023) 

Major survey items 
1)　Reasons for applying to APU.
2)　Timing of university selection
3)　Information and tools for collecting information needed to make a decision.
4)　The person who had the greatest influence on your decision of which university to apply. For details of the person.
5)　Response of people around you when you decided to enroll in APU and who consulted with you.
6)　Factors of anxiety before entering APU.
7)　Previous experience with APU prior to enrollment
8)　Sense of affection for APU (sense of belonging)
9)　Factors that influenced your decision to enroll in APU
10) Concurrently applied universities and first-choice rates
11) Learning time and reading time before enrollment
12) Multinational friendships before enrollment
13) Experience of overseas travel before enrollment
14) Self-awareness of the competencies of the APU Rubric at the time of enrollment (from AY2022)
15) Post-graduation career plans of new students
16) Whether they are First Generation (from AY2022)

Status of collection 
The survey was conducted with 1,568 students and receiving 1,279 responses (81.6%response rate). 
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Attributes of respondents
The following is a breakdown by faculty and by domestic and international students. 

Prior 2019, the survey achieved a response rate exceeding 90%, as students completed the questionnaire during in-
person orientations in computer laboratory. However, the response rate has decreased to about 75% since the 
coronavirus epidemic made it difficult to take enough time to respond in person due to the onlinization and 
subsequent increase in orientation programs. 
If this declining trend in response rate continues, we plan to implement two measures:  

Reintroduce mandatory in-person survey briefing sessions during orientation. 

Resume on-site survey completion during these sessions. 
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Behavior before enrollment 
Reasons for knowing APU 
This section presents data on how students first learned about APU. The largest number of domestic students came 
from "High school teachers", followed by introductions from individuals (especially parents), acquaintances and 
friends, school relationships, and prep school cram schools. On the other hand, for international students, "Search 
engines" were primary information source followed by APU official website" (last year, "High school teachers" came 
in second).  
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Decisive factor for Enrollment 
The following table presents the results in order of the highest total score. Students were asked to select their 
decisive factors for APU admission by ranking their top three priority. (1st priority: 3pt. 2nd priority: 2pt. 3rd priority: 
1pt.) 

For domestic students, "Environment : Multicultural environment" came in first, "Study : Colleges (undergraduate) 
programs" came in second, and "Study : Language education (English ability)" came in third. Looking at the results by 
college, there were times when the second and third place were back and forth, but the three elements were the 
same. 

For international students, the ranking differed with Cost: Scholarship’s ranked first, Study: College (undergraduate) 
program’s second, and Environment: Multicultural environment’s third.  
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In addition, the three decisive factors were the same last year for both domestic and international students. 
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First-choice Application status 
APU’s status as first choice is shown below by department, international student, and domestic student. 
Overall, 72.9% of the respondents answered that it was their first choice. Last year's rate was 73.9%, which is 
generally the same as last year's rate of first choice. 
Across faculties, the percentage of first-choice students is about the same as last year (ST opened this year, so only 
APM and APS are compared). 
The results were similar among international and domestic students. 
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History of overseas travel 

Below are the questionnaire results regarding domestic students overseas travel experience prior to admission. 
Prior to the 2019 coronavirus epidemic, the number of students who answered "yes" to have traveled abroad before 
enrollment for travel, language training, homestay, etc. was much higher than the number of students who answered 
"no", but for the first time, the number of students who entered in 2022 exceeded the number of students who had 
never traveled abroad. Although the downward trend was expected to continue, the number of students who 
answered "yes" to have traveled abroad exceeded the number of students who answered "no" in AY2023. 
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Learning and reading habits 

The heat map below illustrates student’s study nd reading habits during their tied year of high school, prior to 
university enrollment. 

Overall, students typically spent 1-2 hours studying on school days and 5 or more hours on holidays and weekends. 
Comparing of domestic and international students, domestic students tend to spend more time studying on holidays, 
and the same was true last year. 
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On the other hand, while 47% of domestic students reported they do not read at all (excluding cartoons and 
magazines) per day. International students indicated they typically read 30-45 minutes daily. Furthermore, 
international students showed more varied reading durations beyond 45 minutes, indicating a clear gap in reading 
habits between the two groups. 
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Current Situation 
Student Expectations 

Students were surveyed about their expectations at APU. 

"Meet people from different countries" was the most common responses with 86.1% of students expressing high 
expectations. This was followed by "Learn about different cultures and values" (83.9%) and "Develop an 
international perspective" (83.1%). The percentage of students who answered that they "I have strong expectations" 
to be able to "Deepen specialized knowledge" was less than 50% in AY2020, but it increased slightly to about 56% 
in AY2022 and 55.6% in AY2023. 

In terms of domestic and international students, among the top three items for international students, "Develop an 
international perspective" was replaced by "Improve languages skills. 
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Students competencies Assessment 

Since AY2022 , students have been surveyed about their APU Rubric competencies to track their developmental 
progress throughout their studies . 

"(Empathy)The ability to understand and accept the moods and cultural backgrounds of the people one is dealing 
with." is the highest for the competency that they feel they have acquired the most at the time of enrollment, and 
"(Empowerment)The ability to use one's knowledge, skills and experiences to improve the skills and abilities of 
others." is the lowest. The results were the same as in the previous academic year. 

The assessment showed comparable distribution across different faculties and between domestic and international 
students, with no significant variations observed. 
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During and after graduation 
Study abroad intentions during and after APU 

A survey was conducted to assess students interest in studying in countries other than Japan . The findings reveal at 
below: 
 About 90% of Japanese students answered "I want to study abroad while I am in APU", and more than half of 
international students also wish to study abroad. 

Compared with the past years, the percentage of respondents who answered "I don't want to study abroad" has 
increased, so careful attention is necessary. 

(Reference: Multiple Year) 
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Field of study preferences and higher education aspirations 
The  survey examined students preferred fields of study at admission, analyzed by faculty. 

Preference for higher education 

The following are the results of the questions about going on to higher education after graduation. 
 35.7% of the students wanted to go on to graduate school, and 9.1% wanted to go on to a doctoral degree. 

Analysis of domestic versus international students showed distinct differences in higher education plans: 

Over 50% of international students specifically aimed for graduate school. 15% of international students indicated 
plans for doctoral studies. This pattern of higher academic aspirations among international students is consistently 
reflected in longitudinal data. 
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Post-graduation location preference 

The survey investigated students preferred locations for work or further education after graduation. Due to different 
circumstances, the results are presented separately for domestic and international students. 

Looking at the annual data, the number of international students who answered "thinking about returning to their 
home country" was the lowest in the past five year's (past average 17.5%), and the number of domestic students 
who answered "thinking about going abroad (other than Japan)" was the highest in the past five year's (past average 
34.4%). 
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Concluding remarks 
<About the provision of data> 
If you would like to request raw data from the survey, please contact Office of Institutional Planning IR Team. 

 <Contact information> 
Office of Institutional Planning IR Team (irteam@apu.ac.jp) Li, Hara 
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