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 I have taught Korean in Korea, Japan, China, and
Vietnam, and I am currently teaching Korean at
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University. Since my
university days, I wanted to teach Korean, so I
continued studying toward that goal and, before I
knew it, I had earned a Ph.D. Recently, I have taken
up a new hobby: miniature painting.

Lecturer
PARK YoungHoon
Center for Language Education

Undergrad :
 I believe that a student's job is to fail. Fail, fail again, and then try once more.

Prospective Students:
 I believe that school is a place to learn through failure. It is okay if you are not good enough yet
or if you make mistakes. Learn the strength to get back up and try again.

Introducing New Faculty Members for Spring 2026

 I majored in History of Korean Language Education Research. Using big data, I analyze research
trends and identify the latest developments in the field.

Try to develop a perspective that differs from others and discover your own reasoning that you
can truly believe in.

Graduate:
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After building a diverse career across multiple sectors,
including Japan Airlines, Kyushu Institute of
Technology, the Cabinet Office of Japan, and serving
as a Deputy Mayor in local government, I joined APU.
Currently based in Fukuoka, I shuttle between APU
and Fukuoka to create opportunities for students and
society to learn from one another, collaborate, and
grow together, and to generate social value through
cross-sector partnerships among academia,
government, industry, healthcare, and financial
institutions.
Guided by the Japanese principle of Fueki Ryuko 

My research is grounded in educational technology and focuses on adult learning and the social
value created through learning. While recognizing the importance of the foundations of recurrent
education in Japan, I believe that in an era of rapid change, it is essential to adopt “Learning
Augmentation” perspectives, where individuals' accumulated careers and experiences are fully
leveraged, and new knowledge and perspectives are built upon them. The concept views existing
experience as an asset and focuses on a model of expansion and empowerment, in which new
value is built upon what individuals have already learned and experienced. My research and
practice focus on designing practical learning ecosystems through collaboration among
academia, industry, government, healthcare, and financial institutions, as well as creating learning
environments where people from diverse backgrounds can learn from one another. Drawing on
practical knowledge and experience, I pursue these initiatives through the mutually reinforcing
cycle of practice and research. I see great potential in a multicultural environment at APU, where
diverse values and perspectives intersect, creating opportunities for new forms of value creation
and co-creative learning.

Specially Appointed Professor
FUJIE Mina
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University

I encourage you to discover your “strengths” and “core values” through dialogues with your peers
from diverse backgrounds. 

Undergrad:

At APU, you will find a stimulating environment where you learn alongside peers from all over the
world and expand your potential. I look forward to meeting you here on campus.

Prospective Students:
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("the eternal and the ephemeral"), I value maintaining core principles while embracing new values
and changes. In my free time, I often spend time in nature. Last year, I challenged myself to climb
Mount Fuji. I value the time I spend immersed in the fresh air of the sea and mountains, where I
gain new perspectives and ideas.

I hope you will blend your professional experiences and awareness of real-world challenges with
academic perspectives to pursue research that brings innovation in society.  

Graduate:
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I bring 26 years of teaching experience to APU as a
licensed professional English teacher. I hold a
master’s degree in Linguistics and doctoral units in
Educational Management and Leadership. Prior to
APU, I taught at universities in the Philippines and
South Korea, and most recently at Temple University
- Japan.
Outside of work, I love travelling, baking, and
spending time in nature. I’m also interested in
photography and love finding slow, quiet moments
whenever and wherever I can.

Lecturer
HERRERA Girlie Ann R.
Center for Language Education

Undergrad :
University life can be exciting, challenging, and overwhelming, especially in a multicultural
environment like APU. My advice is to stay curious, open-minded, and willing to try new
experiences. 
When it comes to learning English, remember that it is not about being perfect. It’s about
connecting with others and growing through the experience. APU is such a diverse university,
making it the absolute best place to live and learn the language naturally. Make sure to take full
advantage of the opportunity you have here.

Prospective Students:
Choosing where to study is a big step, and APU is truly a special place to be. Here, the world
comes together in one classroom, giving you the chance to gain new perspectives every day. If
you want a university experience that challenges you and prepares you for a global future, we
can't wait to welcome you!

My research interests focus on linguistics, English education, and inclusive teaching and learning.
My latest publication explores multimodal approaches in higher education, while my current
project looks into the gaps between student perception and teacher intention in active learning
to help make EFL classrooms more effective and inclusive.

Balancing research and coursework can be demanding, so please remember to connect with
the people around you. Stay resilient, take it one step at a time, and enjoy the journey.

Graduate:
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The international academic conference, AP Conference 2026, organized by the APU
Integrated Research Organization (AIRO), will be held on Saturday November 14 and
Sunday November 15!

Under the theme: “Beyond Fragmentation: Charting Pathways for Shared Futures”,
researchers from all over Japan and abroad will gather at APU to present and share their
research findings from a diverse range of research areas and engage in lively discussion. 

[Details]
Date and Time: Saturday November 14 and Sunday November 15 
Theme: Beyond Fragmentation: Charting Pathways for Shared Futures
Location: APU Green Commons (J-Building)
For more information, please visit the AP Conference website!
https://en.apu.ac.jp/apconf/
We look forward to seeing you at the conference! 

https://en.apu.ac.jp/apconf/
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