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SENPAI MESSAGE
KEAVE—Y

“Learning languages can be fun,” said
Dr. Tuukka Toivonen, reminiscing on
the days he attended Japanese classes
at APU. “I always wanted to learn
another language.” he promptly added,
but “learning a language back in Finland
would not have been the same as
learning a language in its native country
where it creates an unparalleled sense
of immersion, commitment and
investment” which is not possible when
beginning to learn a foreign language at
home. Therefore, even though he
joined APU as part of its inaugural
student intake, back in the year 2000 in
order to pursue majors in Sociology and
Management, he found himself also
learning a 3rd language.

His love for the Japanese language
seems to have begun when a younger
Toivonen was just exploring Japan even
before he arrived at APU. He felt that
the Japanese language education
program at APU perfectly aligned with
his personal goal of learning Japanese.
As a result he was able to focus more
on his language classes. However he did
agree that some students at APU, who
do not share the same goal of learning
Japanese, could ‘feel forced” when it
comes to following the rigorous
curriculum. He then shared an
interesting fact based on new research
which states that speakers of 3 or more
languages are less likely to contract
old-age related conditions such as
dementia owing to the enhanced
resiliency of the brain which comes

from speaking 3 different languages.

Tuukka

Toivonen
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“Learning languages
can be fun”
FREFEEFITLIFELNVTT

Dr. Tuukka Toivonen




FERNANDO Sherveen & KUNICHIKA Mizuho

When asked about what advice Dr. Tuukka could give to
present APU students, given his successful candidacy to
Oxford at a time when he just graduated from a newly
established university, he replied, “Well, firstly you must
apply and secondly you shouldn’ t be too modest about
where you apply to.” He went on to draw on his experience
and said that getting into a graduate School in Japan and a
graduate School in the U.K. may require different kinds of
recommendations that are best provided by supervisors
who are familiar with the kind of university to which you
apply. It is important to obtain “Very Good
recommendation letters from those who understood the
system of the target university.” He also emphasized the
importance of developing writing skills. He spoke about his
own experience with Associate Professor David Askew, who
“really pushed” him to write his dissertation. He sent about
100 pages of it to Oxford when he applied in his 4th year
of undergraduate studies.

When asked what advice he would give his younger self,
he said that he wishes he had not worried so much about
perfecting his Japanese, and instead learnt another
language.

He added “I’ d advise my younger self to

read more widely” ... some 300 books a year, take
boring subjects like statistics, and go for an exchange in

Korea or do a few more internships over the summer, in

Tokyo or Hong Kong.”
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FERNANDO Sherveen & KUNICHIKA Mizuho

As the interview reached the themes of Japanese society and
the flow of foreign talent to Japan via international universities like
APU, he said that there are very exciting prospects and
opportunities ahead. He added , “APU is a Symbol of how we can
bring in students, invest in them, and smoothly channel them over
to Japan’ s labor market.” He believes that immigration done right
could help Japan maintain its traditions by sharing Japanese
traditions with foreigners and ultimately leading the foreigners to
share their knowledge with others.

Dr. Toivonen’ s organizational research examined innovation
hubs, labs, and youth start-ups to better understand their
transformative potential in the face of global sustainability
challenges. He has made efforts to translate several popular but
inconsistently applied labels such as ‘hubs,’ ‘labs,” and ‘networked
incubators’ into meaningful analytic types. He deeply felt this to be
vital for academic research and necessary for policymakers,
investors, and founders to make genuinely informed decisions
within this domain. His research focuses finding the “right
organizational instruments” seeking to advance entrepreneurship
and innovation for the public good.

Finally, regarding exciting future prospects, he pitched the idea

of a “Hybrid Organization” or a new start-up platform

whereby new business ideas whould be launched, ideally by a
group of young entrepreneurs, belonging to different cultures and
borrowing from their own backgrounds, to create unique

businesses in the Tokyo start-up scene.
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LEE Ka Yan & KUNICHIKA Mizuho

Pull an all nighter

Meaning &=k
People who stayed awake all
night long till morning.

BERIBA.

Example £

The students pulled an all
nighter to finish the report.
FAFLR— b ERDOSEZAIC
&L,

® Thiz

MeaningZPRk:

| agree.
RADERZGBARZNICEER
ER:E

Example 4l

A BDFEFRED OB » HT K1)
BZEhiz~

A: That teacher gives a lot of
reports.
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BEA R
Wiz 4
gLy
) A
Let’s talk Al 5
like a local! L= 8
Itisan ? 57ﬁ %
undeniable fact y? (:
that slang plays a big '7‘"% fa
role in our everyday %E 5
conversations, so, % g
let's learn some A
slangs and talk like a @—3
local! 11?1 1

slang

noun [ U] /slaen/

Very informal language that is
usually spoken rather than
written, used especially by
particular groups of people.

ASVGEE )
MasE) T#sE (REE %
E%IHHETHS.

@ | feel you.

Meaning = Lk:
Having the same feeling; | can

relate to that.
HEPREEZTRT R,

Example 4 : e
A: Going to class on 1st period is
torturing.

B: 1 feel you, especially during
winter.

A 1BRE DY 7 AKXZE,

B: e &R ~4FIcRIF R~

e VFvYY °
Meaning = k:
There is a chance. (but low)

FRIhY B ETREMEIZEL DY 0 Tld7x
LY,

Example £l :

ASEDT A ERIELHEWN?
B:L\o. IUYFY BB K,

A: The test was hard, wasn't it?

B: Not really, there is still a chance
of getting a good score.



Answers for....
BRALR I IAYVE

Time Management

[FFUIIXICACEBVTAT!) ®3Zrrrizhr<EsBLTR TS
SV M THIRTATHHEVEIFA. DN IR LR | YENTRIC
L3203 . ERNERBESHDHNLLEVUALTY, T IEExE T, 42 h»
CBEIBEMESDFTCVEILL). AL THREBLADLEIZANET
RBEREZIS>TEREZFIBELTRZL. BN BoT V240D LA
7h3 250 T BFEATELRBIAILL . [ABIZX®>TAILE) 25
IRV FERRIE T2 2220000 B2 ICERKLTESRNFEELTT,
[EPE—FJIZA->T . Ny FUB(—FTBRIBE) D IZENICEEHTT

“Write it down!" Write down what you have to do, either on
paper or on your smartphone, either is OK. | do this too! And
that is because | do not know the specific end point; I'm too
worried and impatient. First write it out. Let's prioritize. Even
doing this alone will make your life much easier. Writing out
what you should do is actually easier than you think. Just do it
casually while listening to your favorite music. When you
multitask, the Batch processing method is far more productive,
and it’s easier to enter 'a centralized mode’.

Ex) Let's set up time to process all mail once a day instead of
replying each time when mail comes.

gN—T D=7
Group Work

HWISHKIRRLTYSyI27RALTHRVWTLLE) AV A—R L H5E
LR TVWREBE2-D0HEECVWFETT . LArL. X NIEFT
N =T D=8 R VDT . EFLEVDIILHIZ.BEXBEN
EHBZLRVWTLE)I.SBIRABEITIC. T2 RD2DN?25EFTOH
PETRDIZVIPLTHECE AVYN—L2ERTI—UHBREIZEH. ¢
CEEMNBINEIT. 28N T —EbhoTWVBE A, KED A K

AV ETT,
Chatting with your group members is a good start. It 3
helps you create an environment where members can talk =t
easily. However, that alone does not lead to perfor- ; ] b

mance. It is good to set goals and objectives at the
beginning of the discussion. Decide what the group
should accomplish, and by what time. If you plan before
you begin, the goal will be much more clear and thor-
ough, giving you boosted productivity. It is important
that everyone is united and aware of the common goal.
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SEINDRBIEE N LHTA TS ZS L &SPlease read this article from the right pages=e

BRALREIIAVE
Time Management

BONIL(TUVR=F. 72+ DBIHIBEOXIXY,®5C

EDLIIA BT AR LIEZO DL LSTREL: -

[BALRAIAVEERDIGAT D -TR3EH)
M1 840z )Tniivun?

| am so busy writing reports and studying for tests
every single day. | have too many things to do at APU
and | am confused. | don’t know what to do! | know that
'Time management is important' but | am so tired of
hearing that again and again! Specifically, what should |
do?

odxC o>

&
P
N

é.

TN—T9—7
Group Work

TN—T D= IR BEFTI . DbV T PI2hH
AT EISTC MR ETELE LR >TLE
WET bt EENOLIN—TO— 0D LT

N>

| am not good at group work. When we always
gather in Pangea for the meeting, my team-
mates and | either gossip a lot, or don’t open
up with each other. How can | accomplish
group work productively!?

S0O0 o

Soft skills for
APU students

EiEE Supervisor

JaVYUAX
John Sonmez

ALRCSHZEATZ
VIO PRAEEDOAET =2 TN APUA o &1 A %
[SOFT SKILLS (votaxxw)]nE JolzawThILI,

B VIO FPHEEICRSTRILOD.

INRVAEDF NN EHZT(NS, A Veteran's Solution

The author of “Soft Skills: The to the Anxieties
Software Developer's Life of APU Students
Manual”. In this book, he gives

- great advice to help anyone

i : improve their life, not just
: software developers.

SEIDHRBIFBE I LERA T /23 L >>Please read this article from the right pagee 06 - Focus 2018 Spring
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surpri
“ My daughter

spice UP your ife, why don
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DE SILVA Lakshan Anjallo & HAYASHI Mayu
C|IR|O|S|[S|W|O|R|D|_
7181 X [7]—|F

This is your chance to get featured on the next issue of the
FOCUS magazine and get a special certificate courtesy of
ALRCS, by joining the “Focus crossword challenge”

FocusZ7ARXT—RFv LIBT3 E ALRCSHSDERE,
REDFOCUSICEDF ¥V ADNT Y FTEBZDE I HETAD
BMHFELTVET!

How to Participate

1.Read all the articles to Find the answers and fill-in the
missing words of the crossword puzzle attached, to
complete the Crossword challenge

2.write your Name,Student ID and APU email address.
3.Bring the crossword sheet to the ALRCS booth and put it
inside the collection box.

Please note- Deadline : 07th July 2018

BMAE

-2 TDRBZFATNRIVDZEREIRS STERELTLLE
(A

KB FEE S APUXA— LT FLAZENTICEBALTLSE
TN,

-ALRCS 7 —X I B 1R EBOXICIRE L TLIZELY,
IORT—FIEASERR TN THEFHFETY, BEElcL-T
FEREICGRLTETIISHTHTLLEELY,

TV RS 1£2018/07/15T . HmtizL!

Horizontal Vertical
1.ZN%E means|”__ " 1. Mr. MAEDA, Yuji want to createan in FIX where you can
5. Approaching students to help themdevelop “___ g feel “l can do it!"
6. ALAN B MATHEW wentto as he wanted good amount of 2.The book “Astudyin__ ____ "is written by, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
“RESPONSIBILITIES” 3.Pitched theideaofa”__ __ Organization”
7. What advice for students to get a job successfully? Learn to accept 4. AMCstandsfor("______ "and Math Center)
%8 Horizonrtal fitsh  Vertical
WIZENGIDOEBKIFHRET_ o 1 HIEEEEZEEICPNETESR LSO DT EEZASNS
SHERLEF FEDr_ _EMEZB I EMIET S | | ZBIELTWVS,
ICEHLTRVBATVET, \\ . 2 Astudyin _IEWSEIESir
?:?CLAN B MATHEW TAIEEFEDHBEENLIKT__ |CFLER Arthur Conan Doylelc &> TEh N 1z,
I REEGSHEADT A R TRET B e o hwvATAET Organization1&EWS77A T 7 =FT B C TN,
IFANBITE, A AMCIE(________ " and Math Center) D&,

Focus - 2017 Fall Vol.005 Winners

Name: Sahani Welikala Name: Kenta Abraham
Faculty: APS Minagi
Semester: 6th Faculty: APS
Comment about FOCUS Semester: 4th
magazine: Comment about FOCUS

magazine: Thank you for
keep developing more the
idea of this magazine, it
was really informative!

CHEN Kenen /ARIQ ALIYUSUF / NGUYEN Tmam son
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BEtEVY—

Professor, Center for Language Education

Master of Arts (University of

Hawaii at Manoa)

ffigEsB1s / Research Field:

2 E / Japanese

o

B

Prof. UMEDA Chisako

Language EducalXon
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WY DEFRELE. &

'S L%

Teaching Japanese to Speakers of other Languages

BAEZR/EE LEVWAL
KO\ ZOFERTOY

TJSOL

BHE. B&

FTELRBRWARICHT DR
O ZORRTOT S L%IET,

TESOL
St}

Teaching English to Speakers of other Languages

HEE
&

-=20+-TW” -
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How | found my Japanese Language Education

| decided to enroll at the University of Hawaii, Manoa
because | wanted to study in an environment that would
help me make the most of of my skills and strengths. At
the time | was an ordinary employee, but | started to get
interested in Japanese Language Education. While | was at

university studying | realized how interesting Japanese

Language education is and | started getting interested in
it. I've kept following that path step by step, and now | am
where | am today.

My Memories of being a Graduate School Researcher

The University of Hawaii, Manoa had a very impressive
language faculty with a lot of experience in TESOL and
language education. | was able to attend workshops and
lectures with these faculty members, and | was even able
to attend some of their classes, which was very exciting
for me. They were making a lot of progress in the field of
Teaching English as a Second Language, so | was very
fortunate to have the opportunity to study in this environ-
ment.

As a foreigner, because | was studying in English, my
second language, | was able to use myself and my own
experiences like an experiment in my research.

The classes in English were very difficult. It was very
different from understanding courses taught in my
mother tongue. All of the lecture assignments were done
and submitted in English. The expressions and punctua-
tion in my writing were evaluated as severely as those of
the native English speakers.

However to me the most valuable experience was the
chance to interact with researchers from various
countries. The ties we built were so strong that even
today | keep in touch with many of these people.

My Current Research and Activities

--My research into “The connection between university
and society” through my Career Japanese Class--

| believe that universities have a responsibility as a
place of comprehensive learning to produce graduates
who can contribute to society after graduation. My
research is especially focused on how the language skills
and experiences of students who study abroad affect their
career (life) going forward, and how society’s image of the
ideal student matches up with the experience of students
who study abroad.

When you enter the adult world, it is taken for granted that
you will have “language skills.” It is also assumed that you will
have the “ability to work” which is required to live in society.
It takes a long time to achieve the level of competency
required for these skills. However the education system is
slow in developing these competencies. Because of this | try
to focusing on helping students develop “independence” and
“the ability to think.”

My Message to APU Students
I have five ways of thinking, | want APU students to value.

(D Have a lot of diverse experiences

(2 Expand your worldview

(3 Don’t be afraid of or dwell on your mistakes, learn
from them

@ Don’t run away from challenges, take them on

(®Have doubts

It is said that growth only comes through experience.
When you overcome big challenges you gain big rewards.
When you toughen up your mind you can also grow a lot.
Also, you should never stop asking questions and solving
them with your own power.

HEEZE - Recommend Book

FUHTOEZNE
EH—%(2017)
5LETUT-HB

REDKZICEWVWT, BRREVWEFEICEZDDDHD
£F9, TOKRTIEH, BEOEETHD. WBSOKRE%:
BIRE. EBHAEFEELLRVEIICH L, #EIMBTSE
BPEZEEDES CEEETDONE, TBELTWVDS
ATY, BICHFAPILKEEDESNTNDEH, 1
REDESAICEHITITHTI,

In modern universities students are disconnected
from philosophy. In this book the author writes about
the essence of philosophy and how to answer
questions which don’t have right answers in such a way
that anyone can understand them. The book is very
easy to read, so | recommend it even to first year
students.

Focus 2018 Spring - 12



Library Updates

F | X586

F | XFBETE AXADEMZFERL, &

SA4735 ) —DORFEHRE

BEAWELXT !
./ FIX Foundation Course
HYUHEHZEH D FE U / ANew Teacher Has Come
CNETOSBENS

5B "B HF, @58 'B4%E) 048
BOSEHLIZREOERHNSIGAXT
ZFBLET,

BAIDFEHZ MTZFQF%%Bth
H—hULNILEREL. ZBERY—KUL
X9, BODEN l//\)b(‘_zbs ofeElBh
5. BODNR—RATEZZEHTLCZ &
NTEXT,

At the FIX Course, students can choose from
four courses, English, Math, Kokugo, or
Japanese, you will use Kumon method educa-
tional materials for self-directed study, starting
from the fundamentals and advancing to
application. Based on the results of your
placement test you will start from the academic
level which best suits you, and you can study at
your own pace.

[F. M2 OEBENL >
MO EBRTER) T
OEFL®»JLPT®D B
EEZEMTSR EWo
EELIEMET, SR
ETCOMBICEFEH%E
BoTWad bRkl
Mo THNETED !
ExvhTESZ5Nn3

Mr. MAEDA, Yuji Past students said, “Now | am
able to completely understand Math classes at APU,” and
“I achieved my target score/grade on
TOEFL/JLPT.” | want to create an atmosphere in FIX where
you feel like “I can do it!”

AMC (Analytics and Math Center)
#U < BZE &1 FE U7z / ANew Center on Campus

7z AMC Fa2—
H—DHR—KIC

D, IBETOR
PRz ECE,
RE. BLWLWEZ
WeZWTW£Ed,
AMC DY R— kD
H & <. ﬁ? P Eﬁ
TR EPES Ms. NAWREEN,
=0, THRERAD, ZLafar Ara (Tutor)
BREYR APU £ HFSE5LTVWET,

| am delighted every week as an AMC tutor
to receive very positive feedback from the
students who say that with our help they
could easily discuss and overcome the
problems they were facing in class. | would
wholeheartedly like to welcome students
who are willing to learn concepts and solve
Mathematical problems to visit us at the
AMC.

AMCEF APUEDHELHEIZOHLDOEEZBNE L
T201 7EMICHELE LT,

M OBECDWVTWLITARL,

M2 OBETEIERB/IDD S50,
CDESBNHAERZTVNBDAER. —EAMCICREEA
THTLEEW, HMEZEZ(FTeFa1—9—E—HICEZT
WK ZET, REZEALKXL LS,
VEEEZZIH T TVWBRBIECES :

HRHZ - EYRIEE - EREE - Hist2
VigFi :AMCTJ—2
(SA4TSU—T1FL27LYRADVY—18)

The AMC was founded in fall 2017 as a place to help APU
students improve their analytics and math skills in either
English or Japanese.

"l can't understand my math class.”

"I can't understand this part of my math homework.”
If you have concerns like these, come down to the AMC. Work
together with our trained tutors to help solve your math
problems.
WV We accept inquiries for Fundamental Mathematics,
Business Mathematics, Advanced Mathematics, and Statistics.
WPlace: AMC Booth

(Library, 1st floor, next to the Reference Counter)
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ocus is a newsletter prepared by D-team of ALRCS, with
sharing views and opinions to improve academic learning.”
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Your thoughts Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
S . 7+F 74X ALRCS D-Team and Academic Office ALRCS D-Team
TER-CRAE ,
EHEHE TN eam@gmail.com opinions  Email : alrcsdteam@gmail.com
1) 1B&Helpdesk (10:20 - 17:40) count!  Helpdesk : Library 1st Floor (10:20 - 17:40)
Ll LT, X 5Tips Want to know what events ALRCS is having ?
[ESREGETLEL £ | Want to get helpful tips to get most of yourAPU Life?

Then like us on facebook (apu.alrcs)
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Phone:0a77-78-1145

Fax: 0977-78-1047
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